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Wrw Ui« hie Cammti^n Pmy wu ihoiit to mil w i|e cpvm 
wbieb tfrmintttd bit Vlk% I btvfi beeo iiiibriAQ4 Uwt h^ nhffM 
Coaimoi}ar« DtoiHir.iiifi miger jptn of tbf j^mpUet wbieb I im^ 

pose to review, and asked bis opinion as to what was bcit I9 IIhi ffMt 
with it 

Comniodore PeoiiHift seeing ibel Ib9 pobliPAtiwof ibi 4»gi wwi i 
wouW only i^iuni Commedero Ptnir, prevfiSed mikhi Mm tQ inavw 
them with him wtil Ui reium. TIm CoeMiodore PmjF «mieQlf4 
to dOs aid tbf y vtposed b silence, in Decatur's escrutoire, until after 
his death, when Mrs. Decatur published them tP ibe world vi4tb<Put 
the knowledge or consent of Commodore Perry's relations, as ap* 
pears by Lt. M. C. Perry's statement, page S4th of the pamphlet. 

To prove this, let me insert extracts from Commodore Elliott's 
address to the public, made in answer to the pamphlet under re« 
view, containing sentiments which none but a candid and brave man 
would utter, and which alone ought to satisfy every one that he dis- 
played then, and does now, a forbearance that is not equalled in bis* 
tory, in refraining from placing a bk>t upon the Naval Annals of our 
country, by refusing to disturb the oihes of the itad, or the feel* 
ings of those who mourn. Extract, 

** To agitate the public mind and inflame the pasnons of the 
friends of eimer party, by publishing the storv of the personal, and 
ever to be regretted di&rence tibat existed between Commodore 
Perry and myself a short time before bis death, has never been my 
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iDteDtioD. We were competent, bad he fortunately lived to have ad-^ 
justed it, without noise and without the interference of any person or 
persons whatsoever, in our own way and according to our judgment 
Every sentiment of honor, regard for public opinion, and feelings of 
self-respect, forbade on my part, the publicity of the relations in which 
we once stood to each other. Commodore Perry was dead, and the 
seals of silence were impressed on my lips never to be broken." 

Again — 

'Mt IS as far from my feelings as it is repugnant to my sense of 
justice, to derive a benefit from the infliction of injury to the living, 
much more so to the fame of the dead ; particularly when it is iden- 
tified with that of the country and the interest of the Naval service. 
I cannot be induced to overlook what is due to these considerations, 
and to myself, because the^ivm^chbose a'shield for their designs of 
the most delicate and embarrassing nature. I say embarrassing, only 
as relates to the form and circumstance under which the charge is 
brought forward, which magnaninoous minds will readily compre- 
tendv To such only will I appeal. I have sought tlie autlior of the 
jictrftfAilet; I hirve' 'duoeeeded only in finding an ostenMk one^ to 
which' my ^ex and my sympathies aknost preclude an allusion, and 
that wkh grief.** < ^ 

I now hasten to my subject, barely observing that the whole of the 
pobliotttioii under review, seems to have been drawh forth at first l)y 
th6 sknple fact, that Cape. Jesse D. Elliott, stepped boldly forth to 
prdtem air iigedf «nd injured (nefid from ealulnny abd scorn. 
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A REVIEW, &C. 



When any individual is attacked in a gross and unbecoming 
manner, by one roan or any set of men, the press is the only instru- 
ment that can be wielded in New-England in defence of the inno- 
cent, with any plausible idea of success. 

Thanks be to the Creator of all things, that there was placed in 
the mind of man from the beginning, a strong desire after know- 
ledge, a thirst for realities and a love for facts, that nothing but 
Truth can satisfy. 

False statements, highly varnished by distempered imaginations 
and flights of fancy, as foolish as they are vain, may interest and 
please men for a while, but when years have tempered the under- 
standing, and the mind expands to its proper proportions, the colors 
fall off from the high wrought picture of deceit, and the dispropor- 
tioned figures in all their naked deformity, stand forth the scorn of 
wise men and the laughing stock of fools. 

The object of these remarks is to notice, briefly, a pamphlet pub- 
lished in the city of Washington, in 1821, and reprinted hy somebody 
in Boston in 1834. 

The pamphlet commences with what purports to be Commodore 
Perry's official letter to the Hon. B. W. Crowninshield, Secretary of 
the Navy, enclosing charges and specifications against Capt. Jesse 
D. Elliott, for his conduct on Lake Erie on the 10th of Sept. 1813. 
.The letter itself is not dated, but the charges are at the close^ 
marked August 8th, 1818 — five years nearly after the battle. 

High sounding indeed are the charges, six in number^ that are 
heaped upon the accused by this fatherless pamphlet; and most re- 
markably minute, and in many coses superlatively ridiculous, are the 
specifications upon which they are founded; but indictments are often 
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presented by Grand Juries against people, who in the end are found 
to be innocent, higher colored than the complaint before us, though 
I must say, I never knew one to be supported by ex parte state- 
ments, of so ridiculous a nature. 

Complaints therefore are not always facts^ and in this case it will 
be perceived by the most careless reader that the evidence of Com. 
Perry, under his own hand, proves that at the time of the battle on 
Lake Erie and for months and even years afterwards he did not be- 
lieve the charges and specifications before us, himself. 

Did Com. Perry believe Capt. Elliott to be guilty of disaffectioa 
dr of cowardice on the 10th of Sept. 1813. If so, why did he write 
in his official letter to the Secretary of the Navy Jwhich is ^ven at 
length in the appendix of this review, No. 1,] as follows — ^* At half 
past 2 the wind springing up, Capt Elliott was enabled to bring his 
vessel, the Niagara^ gamntly into close action. I immediatelv 
went on board of her, (after she was b close action) when he antu^ 
pated my wish by volunteering to bring the schooners which had 
oeen kept astern by the lightness of the wind into close action." * 

♦ ♦ " The smaller vessels at this time having got within grape 
and cannister distance under the direction of Capt. Elliott^ and 
keeping up a well directed fire — the two ships, a bng and a schooner 
surrendered ; a schooner and a sloop making a vain attempt to es- 
^pe." What, did the enemy try to escape from an officer who has 
been charged with treason and cowardice since the action for his con- 
duct on that day. How singular such a person must have been in 
his disposition to bring, 1st, his own vessel gallantly into close action 
and then go and brbg up the lagging gun boats and schooners, and 
set them to fighting so sharp as to make two ships, a brig and a 
schooner, surrender. If this is cowardice or treason I hope our 
whole Navy will all become such cowards and traitors^ as soon as 

Sossible, if they are not so already. But as little as I have seen of 
ghtingi I pronounce Capt. Elliott to have acted the part of a gallant 
omcer on tnese occasions. It is said that it was a bold act for Com« 
Perry to come on board the Niagara as he did in a boat ; but was it 
DOt as bold an act for Elliott to jump into the same boat that brought 
Perry on board his ship and proceed down the whole line to brio^^ 
some of those officers who, five years afterwards, gave affidavits 
against him, into close action. 1 cannot see any difierence, though 
perhaps others may. But to place a crown upon the whole, let the 
«Uant Perry's Official Report speak again. Hear him — *' Of Capt. 
£lUott. already 90 well known to the government, it would be almost 
superfluous to speak. In this action he evinced his usual bravery 
and judgment, and since the close of the action has given me the 



AM^t mble and esaentid tssistaiice." What could he have beeif 
thiDking about to Write this and mean exactly contrary^ vlh he would 
imply in the letter and charges now hunted up from the rag bag of 
some musty bookselfer, by some city politician, to injure a gsSant of- 
ficer^ whose only offencoi if offence he has committed, has been to 
fight manfully the battles of his country, and to recei^ the same 
Hm&rs that were awarded to his Commander. But let us proceed 
inth the letter before us. On the 6th page of the pamphlet, now 
sent forth a second time upon its dark though harmless message, he 
says, ** If my oficiai rtpart of that transactbn is reverted to [mean- 
teg the report of the action] these embarrassments i;nth respect to 
Capt. Ellrot, under which I labored in drawing it, will, I believe, be 
apparent, that that report was very different from what had been ex- 
pected by the officers of the fleet'' What officers does Com. Per- 
ry mean here — ^not those of the Niagara surely, (or they, as wiH be 
seen in the appendix, No. 2 and 4, thought Com. Perry had not 
done their commander justice in saying what be did say; but they 
themselves, unbeknown to Capt. Elliot, wrote the Secretary of the 
Navy a letter there quoted; — ^not the officers of the Somers surely, 
for midshipman D. C. Nichols, who was on board of her, and whose 
letter to Capt. Elliott is given in the appendix No 5, says, " Of your 
general deportment in the engagement as far as I saw, there was na 
want of ardor, patriotism or valor." — ^Not Lt. Daniel Turner of the 
Caledonia certainly, for he says in his letter to Capt. Elliot, given at 
length hereafter, ^ You, sir, and every officer on board of the Niaga- 
ra, made use of every exertion." — Not Lt. Conkling who command-^ 
ed the Tigress, the vessel astern of the Niagara, for be says, in hi» 
statement given in the appendix and numbered 6, that '^ The Niagara ; 
was in the j^ace assigned hef, and the conduct of Capt. Elliot io 
kriogteg the smaller vessels into close action, evinced the utmost ac-' 
tivity end bravery •"**— Not Lt. Hugh N. Page, who was also on boardf 
the Tigress, and whose statement is given in the appendix. No. 7^ 
for he says, ** Tour activity in brining up the gun boats and placing; 
them in the situation where you so * largely^ contributed to the sue- 
eesB of the day hb been so well attested by the report of the Com-' 
matider in Chief on that day, and so generally acknowledgd I>7 ^ 
poblie, that my testimcMiy cannot be necessary to establiish it" What 
officers then does he mean ? He musi have meant Lt. Stevens, Act-^ 
inc t^ Forest, Sailing Master Taylor, Sailing Master ChampliD^ 
Captain's Clerk, Breeze, Dr. Usher Parsons^ and Masters Mate, 
ftrowndl, nearly aO of whom belonged to the Lawrence* A few 
iMds wiB be ancient n^n their testimomr is adverted to, to set that 
and dM oibOT charges to rights. Bat if Cfom. Perry kbored under 



73aC. /syj. 




!• 

KESOLTSD— l*hat the President of the United States be requested to 
cause Gold Medals to be struck, emblematical of the action between the two 
squadrons, and present them to Capt Perry and Capt Jesse D. Elliott, in such 
a manner as will be mo6t honorable to them; and that the President be further 
requested to present a silver medal, with suitable emblems and devices, to 
each of the Commissioned Officers, either of the Navy or Army, serving on 
board, and a sword to each of the Midshipmen and Sailing Masters, who so 
nobly distinguished themselves on that memorable day. 

A Court of Enquiry w^s called for by Capt. Elliott, and ordered. 
It commenced its sitting on the 24tb April 1815, the proceedings of 
which are given at length in the Appendix No. 2. By these proceed- 
ings it will be seen that the witnesses unanimously testi6ed that the 
Niagara did not attempt, at any time, to make off from the British 
Sieeif and that Capt. Elliott did every thing a brave and meritorious 
officer should have done in the action. Lt. Yarnall, the 1st Lt. of 
the Lawrence^ says he tnight have carried more sail and come into 
closer action, but forgets to state if Capt. Elliott had not laid bis 
maintopsati to the mast be would have run itito the Caledonia, the 
brig which, under the command of Lt. Daniel Turner, was accor- 
ding to Com. Perry's order of battle, to sail next to the flag ship, 
the Lawrence. But Capt. Elliott, finding the Caledonia in bis way, 
commanded her ^^ to bear up and make room for the Niagara, to pass 
to the assistance of the Lawrence, which was immediately done; and 
the Niagara, as soon as the lightness of the wind would permit, as- 
sumed the situation left by the Caledonia, in the rear oi the Law- 
rence.'^ So says Lt. J. B. Montgomery and others; see his state- 
ment No. 8 of the appendix. 

But the most singular affair of the whole, will be apparent upon 
comparing Lt. Ualany Forrest's letter to Lt. M. C. Perry, dated six 
years afterwards, (page 26th of the pamphlet, ) with the evidence 
^ven before th^ Court of Enquiry. See appendix. Lt. Forest, 
actmg Lt. of the Lawrence, before the Court stated as follows : 

Question — " Did the Niagara attempt to make off from the Brit- 
ish fleet at any time during the action ?" 

Anstver—'^ JiO.'' 

Q. ^* Did he (Capt. Elliot,) do every thing becoming a brave and 
pieritorious officer, in the action ?" 

Ji. ^* So far as I saw, I believe he did.'' 

This same Lt. Forest, page 26 of the Pamphlet^ states, 

*' After the commencement of the action, Capt. Elliot in the Niag- 
ara, instead of keeping on with us and engaging his opponent as di- 
rected, put his helm down and shewed to windward of the Law- 
rence" And also farther down states that — " I believed at that 
time, and do still most solemnly believe, that Capt. Jesse D. Elliott 
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was influenced either by cowardice or fear, which prevented him from 
closing with the enemy, or that he wished to (Sacrifice the Lawrence 
and then claim the victory himself. '' Which, I ask, is to be taken, 
his letter written six years afterwards, or his evidence under oath 
given two years after the battle ? For ray part, if I were to believe 
him at all, I should prefer believing him under oath. 

New light is, however, thrown upon the subject by the following 
correspondence and Resolutions which were published by Capt. 
Elliott in 1821, together with other documents made use of in this 
Review. 

The correspondence is thus briefly closed by Capt Elliott : 

*^I shall now conclude with a communication from thd Secretary of State 
of Rhode Island, m reply to the folloifing letter which I addressed to him, in 
consequence of its having been stated, that the documents with which I have 
been assailed, were '* copied firom the original affidavits in the possession of the 
Committee appointed hy the Jj^islature of Rhode Island to collect documents 
relative to the action on Lake Erie,^ 

Although I never permitted myself fbr a moment to believe, that so en- 
lightened and dignified a body, as the Legislature of Rhode Island would de- 
scend to identify itself with two individuals, in a private difference, yet such 
an inference is deducible from the foregoing extract, as well as from the na- 
ture of the documents and the manner of introducing them to public view. — 
It will be perceived on the contrary, as was to have been expected, that the 
resolutions of that hody had solely in view, the laudable and grateful object of 
perpetuating the fame of a son of their oWn state, and generally the ^ details 
of the gallant action which terminated in the capture of the whole of the en- 
emy's fleet on that lake." It is sufficient for me to know that such papers 
have been selected for public view, to answer a different purpose, from that 
contemplated by the resolutioiis of the Legislature ; that the Committee have 
never deposited any papers, in pursuance of them ; and that they are not oh 
file in the archives of the state." 



Norfolk, 35th April, 1831. 
To ihe Secretary pf fht State of Rhode hland: 
I perceive by the recent publication of a pamphlet at New York, that 
documents said to have been received from the Archives of the State of Rhode 
Island through a Committee appointed by the Legislature, have been ushered 
before the public, I have to request that as an act of justice, I may be fur- 
nished with copies of all such papers as have been there deposited or which 
may have a bearing on the action of Lake Erie, on the 10th Sept 1813, or in 
which my name is exhibited. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be. 

Your obedient servant, . . ^ 

J. D. ELUOTt. 



'State of Rhode Island and Providence Pkmialions. 

Secrxta&t's Opfics, May 16th, A. D. 18IIL 
Sir— In reply to years <A the 35th ult I would ob9erve, that at Jfuhe Sei« 
«ion, A. D« 1818, a Committee was appointed /by the General Aaaembly, fpr 
the ]^urpese8 mentioned in th6 annexed resolution. 
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Said Committee have, never made report of their doings, or deposited in my 
office any documents whatever pursuanjt to the.resdlve. 

Respectfully your obedient servant, 

HENRY BOWEN, Secretary. 
J. D. Elliot, Esq. ) 

U. S. JVdvif, I ^ 

State of Rhode bland and Providence Plantations. 
. . * In Qeneral Assembly, ? 

June Session, A. D. 1818. \ 

Whereas it is peculiarly the province of a free goverhm<-nt to cherish, in 
the Common wealth over which it presides, the great principles of pubhc vir- 
tue, which constitute the basis of its strength and pre-eminence ; and this high 
object can, in no surer manner, be attained, than by awarding due honors to 
distinguished merit, and perpetuating the remembrance of those great ac- 
tions, in the contemplation of which men become proud of their country, and 
emulous of the examples they are led to admire. 

And whereas, there can be no brighter example, nor one more worthy of a 
noble emulation, than that of the man, who is an honor to the state which gave 
him birth, and to the country by whom he is honored, and whose important 
services, and great actions, adortied by his private virtues, have acquired to 
him a character, admired by the world, and loved by his fellow citizens ; 
therefore 

Resolved, That Benjamin Hazard and William C* Gibbs, Esqrs. be, and 
they are hereby appointed a Comniittce, with instructions to collect and de- 
posite in the office of the Secretary of this State, all the documents and me- 
morials necessary to preserve entire the victory of the brilliant events achiev- 
ed by our fellow citizen, Commodore Oliver H. Perry, on Lake Erie, during 
the late war with Great Britain ; comprehending as well the unexampled ex- 
ertions of that officer in creating as it were, under every discouragement, the 
means which insured his success, as the details of the gallant action which 
terminated in the capture of the wnole of the enemy's fleet on that Lake. 

Resolvfdf farther, That the same Committee be directed to request Com- 
modore Perry, in the name of this General Assembly to sit for his Portrait, 
to be taken by Gilbert Stuart, Esq., a distinguished artist and also a native 
citizen of this state,'^and that said committee report to the next session of this 
General Assembly. 

A true copy, Witness, 

HENRY BOWEN, Secretary. 

Thus it appears that the documents from page 25th of the pamph« 
let under review to the end of it, were collected by this Conimlttee 
for the purpose set forth in the resolution ; but I leave it to every in- 
dividual whose judgment is not warped by friendship or clouded by 
maimmon, if I am not^ right in declaring that those documents appear 
to have been collected more for destroying the character of Capt. 
Jesse D. Elliott than for perpetuating the lame of Commodore Oli- 
ver Hazard Perry. The Committee fpr hunting up documents, 
however, appear to have been singularly unfortunate in their selec* 
don of certificates, and as they never reported to the Assembly it is 
to be oresamed that thev found but little to perpetuate the fame of 
one officer by criminating another. 
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The first letter or affidavit appears to be from Lt. Thomas Holdup 
Stevens. Tt seems to be composed mostly of hearsay evidence and 
difference of opinion, with the single exception that " the Niagara 
hugged the wind while the Lawrence and the Caledonia went into 
close action," but as this officer commanded one of the small vessels 
which Capt. Elliott brought iuto action after he had gallantly carried 
the Niagara into close action, and as he was induced to believe, as 
appears from the following letter, that Capt. Elliott made such a re- 
presentation to Commodore Perry as to prevent his noticing him in 
bis official report, it is to be presumed that Lt. Stevens said every 
thing that he could say consistently with truth against Capt. Elliott. 
Read his letter. 

U. S. Ship Alert, > 

JSTavy Yardj Gosportf llth JuZy,18l8. J 

Sir, 

Having been informed by Capt Perry, during^ my visit to Newport la^t 
month, that you were the only cause of my not being mentioned in the offi- 
cial despatches of the battle of Lake Erie, I embrace the earliest opportu- 
nity after my return to this place, to request that if you ever made assertions 
in the slightest degree derogatory to my character as an officer, or injurious 
to my reputation as a brave man, you will furnish me with the grounds upon 
which such assertions were made. 

If you never made them you will do my character the justice to give me in 
writing an open and positive denial. 

I am Sir, respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) TH. HOLDUP STEVENS. 

Capt. Jesse D. Elliott, 
U.S. Navy. 

Capt. Elliottj however, stated in his answer, which is given below, 

that he had no agency in making out the official despatch — and more, 

how singular it would have been for Capt. Perry to allow an officer 

whom he believed guilty of charge the 5th, to influence him in his 

official Report of the action, by treating with neglect an officer who 

afterwards stepped forward so boldly to defend him. Here follows 

Capt. Elliott's answer. 

Norfolk, July I2th. 181& 
Sir, 

Your letter of the llth inst. covering information recently comraunw 
cated to you by Capt. Perry, has been received. Strange indeed^ that after a 
lapse of nearly five years he should for the first time have made you acquaint- 
ed with the cause which induced him, not to have hnentiooed you particular- 
ly in reporting on the action of the 10th Sept 1813 ; and now with a partio- 
ulai* object in view, endeavors to account, on information said to have been 
received from his second in command, who from the particular nature of thie 
official despatch, had not and could not have any agency in making out the 
report of that action, or in oommunicating any thing that led to it ThA \s^- 
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^ ^ of Cftpt Perry on comio^ on board my vessel, satisfied me of his mo- 
tive m not roentioningf the gfun faroats at the stern of oar line, and if called 
upon before a proper tribunal I will have no objection in stating it. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J.D.ELLIOTT. 

Taos. Holdup Stevens. 

The language Capt Elliott alluded to was no doubt that which 
Com. Perry niade use bf as stated by Maj. H. IB. Brevourt, of the 
army, a volunteer in the Niagara — in his affidavit, No. 9 of the ap^ 
pendix. He says Capt. Perry came on board the Niagara and ob« 
served, " The damned Gun Boats have ruined me and I am afraid 
they have lost me the day." Capt. Elliott observed, *Take charge 
of ray battery and I'll bring them up and save it.' Something was 
then asked about the crews being much injured &;c., when Capt. El- 
liott immediately departed." He also states that after the action, 
when Capt. Elliott returned to the Niagara, Capt. Perry shook him 
by the hand and observed, " I owe this to you." 

Indeed, were all the volunteers^ as Lt. Stevens states, opposed to 
^Clapt. Ellfott's receiving a complimentary notice in the official Report^ 
and did Capt. Perry owe the victory to the officer against whom he 
made charge 5th years afterwards ? If words mean any thing such 
appears to have been the qase. The public must reconcile the above, 
for I am unable to, by any species of logic. 

Peter Berry, whose deposition is given in the appendix. No. 10, 
also confirms Major Brevourt's statement. He was Boatswain of the 
Niagara, and piped Com. Perry over the side, and of course heard 
more distinctly what passed than any one on board.^ 

It is needless to say the Trippe commanded by Lt. Stevens was 
^ne of the Gun Boats alluded to. Acting Lt. Dulany Forest's letter 
has alreatly been commidntisd upon. 

Sailing Master Champlin is fully answered in the minutes of 
the Court of Enquiry — and the statements in the iappendix. As for 
Capt. ElKott's feeling sorry that he had not sacrificed the whole fleets 
I pronounce it from his general conduct and character to be all fudge ! 
bb4 iks for bis dodging ia chain shot, that is too ridiculous to be com* 
dented upon, but to show how things are often twisted. 

MidshipmaB D. C. Nichols^ of the Somers, vdiose name was mis* 
printed W. Nichols in Capt Elliott's addresses in 1821, and which 
gave rise to the round ^bssertion in the pamphlet, last page but one, 
that there was no such person iu the squadron, speaks for himself in 
the appendix, Na 5. 
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^bese depofitioes, Brevourt's and Berry's, were givep at tlie same time, 
•one being in New York and the other ift lliehigao, as will be seen bv reibr- 
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The Somen was the vessel which Capt. Elliott took the immediate 
direction of, in bringing the others up,— «nd here Cfipt. Elliott arrest* 
ed Saifing Master Almy, who conunanded her, for being intoxicated. 
If Almy had not been intoxicated he would most assuredly have de- 
manded redress, and as he was a townsman of Com. Perry, he 
would undoubtedly have received it, though I do not wish to be un- 
derstood that he would not if he had been a stranger. But I imag- 
ine that Almy was like the boy who was broueht crying into Court, 
and who when the Judge, in order to soothe him, told him he should 
have justice done him, repliec) with the utmost 507^ ^asd, " that is 
what I am afraid of." 

Mr. Nichols sets the subject of dodging the shot in quite a differ^ 
ent light, and instead of Capt. Elliott's beating a poor Quarter Gunner 
for laughing at him because he dodged a chain shot, it turns out that 
Cant. Elliott beat a Quarter Gunner with a trumpet because he 
wished to fire a 32 pounder at a vessel which had surrendered. Thus 
has a humane action, an action which had it not been done would 
have disgraced Capt Elliott and the American Navy forever, been 
construed into an action of cowardice and tyranny. In the name 6f 
heaven what will not calumny do. 

Captain's Clerk,Breeze, page 38, also states pretty inuch the same 
as Sailing Master Champlin. This agreement in langjiage and all 
the minutia was owing, as I have been informed, to^ the papers beingj; 
all drawn up by the same lawyer, doubtless^ who wrote the charge;^ 
and specifications. However, I will not speak positive about the mat- 
ter, but let the public decide. 

The chain shot holds a conspicuous place in each affidavit. Mas- 
ter's Mate, Brownell, and Sailing Master W. V. Taylor, in their affida- 
vits, make the same statements. Mr. Taylor, however, has spun out 
rather more of an affidavit than Mr. Brownell, and I presume he 
wrote it himself as it is not so much a plaiq statement of what he 
knew as it was of what be thought he knew, and what was told him by 
others, about Capt. Elliott and the Niagara, and what Lord Nelson 
said years before, and what the officers and volunteers said shortly 
after. But if Com. Perry knew what he must have kpown, had his 
charges been true what need of these affidavits ? Could be not as 
prosecutor have given evidence against Capt. Elliott, sufficient to have 
injured his fame forever, at the time. No I Commodpre Perry at 
the time said, and wrote, and acted in a contrary ^lanner, and the 
whole Navy could nOt then have made a Jury belieye that he 
did all that, for the sake of harmony and to save, the feelings 
of Capt. Elliot and his family. If he did, why did be sfty ai^ytbing 
about his officers and crew ? Did they all individually beg mm to 
save the feelings of their wives and families ? The idea is \}ceYM»^tj!gt- 
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ous and a belief of it ia wicked. , I( is tearing the laurel crown 
from the brows* of t|ie hero and tramplipg it in the dust ; and if the 
gallant hero was now alive, would he not say in sorrow, ^' save me* 
^ just Heaven, save me from my friends." 

There is another point to be settled, and that is in relation to an al- 
' teration said to have been made in the letter from Capt. Elliott to 
Com. Perry, published at Erie by a friend to the former. If there 
was an error in printing it, it wa§ typographical, and Com. Perry 
.Should have found fault with the printer and not with the writer of; it. 
Bat Perry's answer to it, which is acknowledged to be correct, is suf- 
ficient to refute all testimony against Capt. Elliott. That answer has 
been quoted, page 8th of this review, to which please refer. 

All the affidavits and statements adduced by Com. Perry, and by 
the Newport hunting Committee, in support of his charges and speci- 
fications, were answered, as I have before stated, by Capt. Elliott ia 
1821. 

None but a prejudiced few, who had but small opportunities of see- 
ing Capt. Elliott's vessel, if they gave their whole attention to their 
own duties, which I presume they did, (persons who were dissatis- 
fied at seeing Capt. Elliott on Lake Erie, and .who sided of course 
in doubtful matters with their fellow townsman. Com. Perry,) be- 
lieved or sp^e of Capt. Elliott's conduct on that day in any other 
manner than that of respect. This will be seen upon perusing the 
following letter from Lt. Daniel Turner of the Caledonia, to Capt. 

Elliott, dated, 

Erie, Oct. 28, 1813. 
. SIR. 

In answer to your note of yesterday I have no hesitation in sayingf that 
the Niagara was in tiie station assigned her previous to the engagement of the 
10th ; and it is my opinion that you, Sir, and every officer on board of the 
Niagara, made use of every exertion, from the different situations in which 
your vessel was. 

Respectfully, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

DANIEL TURNER. 
Capt. Jesse D. Elliott. 

This same Capt. Turner has given an affidavit in the pamphlet 
under review, 5 years afterwards, in which he entirely does away with 
the above letter — that is if words can recall word6 — and states that 
he only gave the above to Capt. Elliott, *Vbecause the said Elliott re- 
peatedly urged him to give him one, to save the feelings of his wife.'* 
A statement which the whole context of the letter seems to deny. — 
Comment here is not necessary ; an intelligent community can and 
will decide which was the most correct, a statement, made on the spot 
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at tbe time, or one made years afterwards at the request of an ene- 
my, whose enmity came on after the battle had been fought and 
which continued like an intermittent fever during his life. 

If Com. Perry believed the charges and specifications made by 
him in 1818, against Capt. Jesse D. Elliott, was he not guilty of neg* 
lect of duty, of harboring treason, of shielding cowardice, in not 
bringing them to tbe notice of the Government in September 1813. 
It would seem that by pending a controversy for private redress he 
endeavoured to throw the government between himself and Capt. 
Elliott, and failing in that attempt he then endeavored to shield himself 
under the wings of the Legislature of the State of Rhode Island.—^ 
But here he failed also, as will appear by the letter from Henry 
Bowen Esq., Secretary of State, quoted page 11 of this review. 

But one thing more remains, and that is the affidavit of Surgeon's 
Mate, Usher Parsons, of R. I.-*-See the pamphlet under review page 
18. This is set aside by the affidavit of the Surgeon of the Niagara, 
R. B. Barton, who also denies Master's Mate, Brownell's statement, 
that Almy, the Commander of the Somers, was sober. It is true 
that Barton was on board of the Niagara at the time, and it is nev* 
ertheless true that Brownell was on board of the Ariel at the time^ 
both got their impressions from hearsay, and both statements are 
therefore indirect testimony. Dr. Barton was a respectable naval 
officer for years afterwards, but Masfter's Mate, Brownell, left the Na- 
vy, and as it was usual to promote officers who merited it during ac- 
tions, it is to be presumed that he and the Navy were glad to bid 
adieu to each other. This, however, is^mere matter of opinion, but 
as a greater part of the charges are founded upon similar material, I 
do not see why I have not as good a right to give an affidavit to that 
effect as any other individual, though I should have too much good 
sense to do it to please any friend, though he might be covered with 
stars and crowned with laurels. 

Capt. Perry in his letter to Capt. Elliott, page 22 of the pamph- 
let under review, states. 

How imprudent, as well as base, it is in you, by such raisrcpresentations, to 
reduce me to the necessity of reminding^ you of the abject condition in which 
I had previously found you, and by which I was moved to afford you all the 
countenance in my power '^ sick (or pretending to be sick) in bed, in conse*- 
quence of distress of itind, declaring that you had missed the fairest oppor- 
tunity of distinguishing yourself that ever man had, and lamenting so pite- 
ously the loss of your reputation, that I was prompted to make almost any 
effort to relieve you firom^ the shame which seemed to overwhelm you. This, 
you very well know, was the origin of the certificate I then granted you. 

But reader look at Capt. Perry's letter, written eight days after 
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the battle and dated Sept. 18, 1813, page 8 of this review. Does 
be say there he found Capt. Elliott in bed begging him to save bis 
reputation ? No such thing. He says, ^' I recieved your letter hsl 
evening after I bad turned tn, or should have answered it immediate- 
ly." Capt. Perry was in bed then and not Capt. Elliott, else Capt. 
Perry told an untruth in his letter of the 18th Sept. ; but to proceed 
with Perry's letter still further, — " I am indignant that any report 
should be circulated prejudicial to your character as respects the ac- 
tion of the 10th inst." Here then is the point at issue. Capt. Per- 
ry would insinuate in June 18, 1818, that a letter he wrote Sept. 
18, 1813 was a hasty production, given without reflection, merely to 
soothe the feelings of a sick ofHcer. But that letter denies such a 
statement at the outset. Perry slept on the letter he recieved from 
Capt. Elliott, took his own time and then wrote his answer ; an an- 
swer that never could have been given by a high minded and honor- 
able officer if the charges and specifications were true. Capt. Per- 
ry also in his official report of the action. No. 1 of the appendix to 
this review, says, ^' Mr McGratb, Purser, had been dispatched on 
boat service previous to my getting on board the Niagara." This 
boat service was, 1 understand, going to the Lawrence, after she had 
been cut up and getting her shot for the Niagara, a service as dan- 
gerous as any performed that day, and which shows conclusively that 
Capt. Elliott had fought gallantly to expend his shot atid send aher 
more, before Com. Perry reached his deck. 

Master's Mate, Brownell, in his affidavit, page 30th of the paroph^ 
let under review, says, " Capt. Bignall of the British Navy remark- 
ed, that had Capt. Elliott belonged to the British Navy he would 
have been hanged." But who expects to find an enemy approving 
of the conduct of a victor Captain ? Certainly almost every account 
published by the British, of American Naval victories during the war, 
were false, as will be seen upon referring to ihe Naval monument.—* 
And besides if Capt. Elliott was a traitor and wished; to serve the 
British, would Capt. Bignal or any other British officer have found 
fault with him for attemptiug to do so ? It is not reasonable ; it is the 
height of folly to believe such an absurdity. 

Another thing remains which requires particular comment, and 
that is the following extract from Com. Perry's letter enclosing the 
charges, page 5th of the pamphlet under review. 

** After the battle was won, I felt no disposition rigidly to examine into the 
eoncluct of any of the officers of the fleet ; and, strange as the behavior of 
Capt. Elliott had been, yet I would not allow myself to come to a decided o- 
pinion, that an officer who had so handsomly conducted himself on a former 
occasion, (as I then in common with the pablic had keen led to mppoae Capt 
Elliott had) coald poasibly be guilty of cowardice or treachery." 
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> By this it will appear that the gallant Commodore wished to take 
back all the former gtery that had been acquired by Capt Elliott, and 
substitute it by an equal quantity of shame, ^< Led to suppose^* tbat 
Capt; Elliott had clone a gallant^ deed ? — ^Why no one ever thought 
otherwise, until Capt. Perry preferred his charges in 1818. Led to 
suppose^ — why the whole country, as well as Perry and every other 
Naval Officer, knew that he had behaved in a gallant manner. Led 
to suppose he had done nobly, when the Hon. member of Congress 
from Kentucky, Henry Clay, in his debate on the army bill Portly 
after the capture of the two British vessels at Fort Erie, by Capt. 
Elliott^ Oct. 8^ 1812, paid him a merited compliment, as will be 
seen m No. 20 of the appendix > and when Congress voted him a 
gold hiked sword, 12,000 dollars and their thadcs, and the Exec- 
utive promoted him (by consent of the Senate) over a number of 
Lieutenants to a Master Commandant This resurrection of an ob- 
solete story comes with a bad grace from even a small portion of 
the people of Boston, as they are undoubtedly indebted in a great 
measure to this Capt. Elliott for the permanent location of the Navy 
Yard in this vicinity, and which is now occupied by nearly one hau 
of the strength of the American Navy. 

Having thus briefly, noticed the letters, charges and specifications^ 
of the late Com. Perry, the certificates and affidavits pf the officers 
who were mostly from Newport, his native place, and having shewn 
cobclusively that these charges, specifications and certificates, were not 
believed by either Com. Perry or his officers at the time ot the ac- 
tion, nor deemed worthy of notice by the government, although an 
investigatk>n was asked for by Com. Elliott a second time, as ap« 
pears by bis card, published in the Boston Daily Advertiser and Pa** 
triot, of June 7th, 1 834, as follows ; . ^ 

7b the Edii$r. qf tkt ]BMQn Dailv Mmiistr and Patriot. 

Coia* Elliott has observed in his paper [tiie Daily Advertiser and Patriot] 
of fteitibtdhy, th^jollowing; advertitoment. 

^ jRiM'tMi^Jfc.-— The Official Ddbunients containing the opinion, charge an«} 
■peoifieatioBs of the late galUnt Perry, with numerou$ affidavits of men, 
brwra aQd4wtiDgui6hed in the servicej relative to the conduct of; Capt. flliolt 
oi^Li^e |«ri^-<HL few copies for sale at the bar of Mt Rogers, City Hall, State 
stSfet? "=•..•■,;.. 

Hiy nfbrk it appears relates to matters that occnrrsd nearly a quarter of a 
centuiy jfo.. maUers too i which were brought up and answered hefbre C^ti i» 
Perry's decease, and which Com. £lliptt wished to ha\e again investigated by 
the Government ; but which was not deemed necessary. 

All differences between Com. Perry and himself were closed, as he thought, 
with the grave of the former ; but it seems that they are again revived fit 
this late period for an unholy purpose as you will perceive on perusing the ac- 
coropanymg pamphlet. 

Why they should be revived at this time, is altogether inexplicable to him, 
[anless for the object before mentioned.] Embarrassed as he must be^ if h« 
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ftoiices them, with a contest which can only he between hiniaelf and a de* 
ceased Hero, — a weeping^ widow and her orphan children, subsistingr on the 
hoirify of the Grovernment, while they mourn his loss ; — a contest — which by 
all means he will avoid, unless compelled to engage in it, by a proper regard 
for his own honor. 
Aovy Yard, Boston June 7, 1834. 

There remaios but a few remarks to be made to close this Re- 
view. 

Capt Elliott sustained, previous to the action on Lake Erie, a high 
character for courage and gallantry, as will be seen by Nos. 12, 13, 
14 and 15, of the appendix. Since the action on Erie his conduct 
has also been that of a gallant officer, in fighting the Algerines, in 
protecting our Consul, M. M. Noah, Esq., against a guard of Mar 
raalukes in the presence of th€ Bey of Tunis, as will be seen by 
No. 16 of the appendix, — ^in breaking up, on his own responsibility, 
the blockade of La Plata by a superior Brazillian squadron, as ap- 
pears by Congressional Documents 1826, page 46-— No. 17 of the 
appendix, — ^by the firm stand he took with the Emperor of Brazil in 
protecting American Commerce to a vast amount, from an unjust 
and illegal construction of the law of the Empire ; see Congress- 
ional Documents, 1826, page 50 to 54. Such a character as Com. 
Elliott possesses is not to be destroyed by a set of hearsay charges, 
supported by hearsay evidence, which evidence has in most cases 
been contradicted by those who gave it, as well as by Nos. 18 
and 19 of the appendix. 

The intention of the individual who has thus raked up an obsolete 
story was undoubtedly to injure Capt. Elliott. Having such an cA- 
ject in view it is not singular that active exertions are made use of to 
scatter the pamphlet under review to the four points of the compass 
as last as possible, lest the truth should shine forlh m ite heavenly 
bngitness and spoil the stoiy as well as the sale of the work. 

Here then,— as a citizen of Massachusetts — a friend to our gallant 
Navy— and above all, a friend to truth, I close this Review, merely 
affirming, that I am induced by no sordid or malicious motives to as- 
same a position against the writings of a dead Hero, thus unnecessft- 
nly and unceremoniously dragged before the world, or the revilings 
of those whose good judgment, if they have any, must tell them that, 
in New England at least, the Truth is powerful and must prevail. 



NOTE. 

The reader will notice that I have ^ven the officers who gaye affidavits in 
the pamphlet under review, different titles from what they have there. In re- 
ply to any question of that kind, I would state, that I have given them the ti* 
ties which their ^commissions, warrants, and appointments, specified at the 
time of the action. 
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APPENDIX. 



NO. 1. 

Chpy of a Utter from Commodore Perry to ihe Secretary of ihe Mmy. 

U. S. Schooner Ariel, Put-in-Bfty; ? : 
lath September/ 1813. { 

SIR — In my l&st I informed you, that we had captured the enemy's fleet 
on this lake. I have now the honor to give you the most important partioi- 
lais of the action. On the morning of the 10th inst. at sun rise, they were. 
discovered from Put-in-Bay, where I lay at anchor with the squadron under 
my command. We got under way, the wind light at S* W. and stood for them» 
At 10 A. M. the wind hauled to S. £• and brought us to windward ; formed 
the line and brought up. At 1^ minutes before 13, the enemy .commenced 
firing ; at 5 minutes before 12, the action commenced on our part. Findinjg* 
tbeir fire very destructive, owing to their long guns, and its being mostly di- 
rected to the Lawrenc^I made sail, and directed the other vessels to follow,, 
for the purpose of closing with the ^nemy. Every brace and bow line beinjir 
shot away, she became unmanageable, notwithstanding the great exertions of 
the Sailing Master. In this situation sb^ sustained the action upwards of two 
hours, within cannister shot distance, until every gun was rendeied useless,, 
and a greater part of the crew either killed or wounded. Finding she conid 
no longer annoy the enemy,! left her in charge of Lt Yarnall, who, I was 
convinced, from the bravery already displayed by him, would do what would 
comport with the honor of the fla^. At half past 2, the wind springing up ' 
Captain Elliott was enabled to bring his vessel, the Niagara, gallantly inta 
close action; I immediately went on board of her, when he anticipated my wish 
by volunteering to bring the schooners, which had been kept astern by the 
lightness of the wind, into close action. It was with unspeakable pain that I 
saw, soon after I got on board the Niagara, the flag of the Lawrence come 
down, although I was perfectly sensible that she had been defended to the 
last, and that to have continued to make a show of resistance would have 
been a wanton sacrifice of the remains of her brave crew. But the enemy 
was not able to take possession of her, and circnmstances soon permitted her 
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Bag again to be hoisted. At 45 minutea past two, the signal was made for 
^ close action." The Niagara being very little i^jored, I determined to pass 
through the enemies line, bore up and pass ahead of their two ships and a 
brig) giving a raking fire to them fh>m the starboard guns and to a large 
schooner and sloop, from the larboard side, at half pistol shot distance. The 
mailer vessels at this time having got within ^rape and cannister distance, 
under the direction of Capt Elliot^ and keepmg up a well directed fire, 
the two ships, a brig, and a schooner surrendered, a schooner and sloop ma- 
kinuBf a vain attempt to escape. 

Those officers and men who where immediately under my observation evin- 
ced the greatest gallantry, and I have no doubt that all others conducted 
themselves as became American officers and seamen. Lieut. Yarnall, first 
Of the Lawrence, although several times wounded, refused tg quit the deck. 
Midshipman forest, (doing duty as Lieutenant) and Sailing Master Taylor 
were of great assistance to me. I have great pain in stating to you the death 
of Lieut Brooke of the marines, and Midshipman Laub, both of the Law- 
rence, and Midshipman John Clark, of the Scoipion ; they were valuable of- 
ficers. Mr. Hambleton, Purser, who volunteered his services on deck, was 
severely wounded late in the action. Midshipmen Claxton and^Swartwout, 
of the 'Lawrence, were severeljr wounded. On board the Niagara, Lieuts 
Smith and Edwards, and Midshipman Webster, (doing duty as Sailing Mas- 
ter,) behaved in a very handsome manner. Capt firevoorl, of the army, who 
acted as a volunteer m the capacity of a marine officer on board that vessel, 
is an excellent and brave officer, and with his musketry, did great execution. 
Lieut Turner, commanding the Caledonia, brought that vessel into action in 
the rfiost able manner, ana is an officer, that in all situations may be relied 
upon. The Ariel, Lieut Packet, and Scorpion, Sailing Master Chaxnplin, 
were enabled to get early into the action, and were of great service. Capt. 
Elliott speaks in the highest terms of Mr. Magrath, PuVser, who had j>een 
despatched in a boat on service, previous to my getting on board the Niagara; 
and, being a seaman, since the action has rendered essential service in taking 
charge of one of the prizes. Of Capt Elliott, already so well known to^ the 
government, it woiild be almost superfluous to speak. In this action he evin- 
ced his characteristic bravery and judgment, and since the close of the ac- 
tion, has given me the most able and essential assistance. 

I have the honour to enclose you a return of the killed and wounded, to- 
gether with a statement of the relative force of tbt squadrons. The Cap- 
tain and First Lieut of the Queen Charlotte, and First Lieut of the Detroit, 
were killed. Capt Barclay, senior officer, and the, commander of the Lady 
Prevost, severely wounded. Their loss in killed and wounded, I have not 
yet been able to ascertain ; it must, however, have been very great 
Very respectfully, I have the honor to be, 
Sh*, your obedient servant, 

O. H. PERRY. 
The Hon. Wm. Jones, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
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The sketch referred to in the testimony on page 33 of this work. 
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Capjf of a UUerfrom G^yt EOM to the Seattary (fiht Abty. 

UiriTXB States' Sloop Ontario, ? 

A'cw-rorik,16(fc.%a,18l5. $ 

SIR— In a conversation with some of the officers of the service, I am infbmi 
ed that in consequence of an opinion formed bv a court of enquiry, on the 
loss of the British fleet on Lake Erie, on the 10th Sept 1819, my vessel, the 
Niagara^ is reflected on by some who are inimical to our aervice. I w^ it 
understood, that early after the action, I applied to the Navy Department for 
an investigation into the facc3 of the action. It was not granted. Justice to 
myself, friends, and the service I have t)ie honor to belong to, compels me to 
ask the court at present inquiring into the losses of the President, Frdic, end ^ 
Rattlesnake, may be instructed to inform the country, of the part I bore in the I 
action of the lOtb Sept. 1613, and whether or not, md the Niagera attempt to J 
make her escape firom the enemy (as stated by the British court) A latge 
number of the officers that were on beard the fleet, are at present in this soum- 
ron; the investigation will require but & day or two, and I presume will not 
delay the sailing of the squadron. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect. 
Sir, your obedient servant, 

J. D. ELLIOTT. 
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From the Secretary of the Navy to Capt Elliott 

Mmy Deparfoiient, ^^fril 3 815. 
SIR, The court of enquiry, now sitting at New- York, is ordered to pro* 
ceed immediately, to the investigation requested by your letter of the l6th 
inst 

I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. W. caoWWNSHIELD. 
Capt Jesse D. EHiot, > 

moop Ontario, New-York. ) 



OP A 

covnr or i^jrqviatir^ 

HM on hoard of the United StaieB* Sloop of War Ontario, in (ke har^ 
bor if JVei»-Forik, in pursuance (f the following Orden : ^ 

JWivy JOepartment, > 
\a^QOth, 1815. 5 
43IR, It bas been stated to this Deptrtment, that by the tMroceedinjn of 
a Court cf Eaquinr in Great Britain, ordered to inve^ti^fate the caneee of the. 
)oe»of the British fleet on Lake £rie, on the 10th of September 1813» the 
OODduct of Capt Jesse D. Elliott, of the United States' Navy^ who command- 
ed the brig Niagara on that day, is mi^prejenteii— Justice to the repotafloB 
of Capt. EUiott, and to the Navy of the iJuited States, requires that a trae 
statement of the Acts in relation to his emiduct on that occasion, be exhibited 
t0;the world. The court, therefore, of which you are president, will immedi- 
ately pioceed to inquire into the same, to ascertain the part he sustained id 
tiie action of that day, and report its opinion thereon to this Department. 

I am respectfully your obedient- servant, 

B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 
Com. Alszandsr Murray, New- York. 



April 24th, 1816. 
The Court met in pursuance cf the foregoing Orders, 

PRESENT. 

Com. MURRAY, President. 

HENRY WHEATON» Judge Advocate. 

The Court being duly sworn (together with< the Judge Advocate) pro- 
ceeded to inquire into the facts relative to the conduct of Capt Elliott in the 
action of the ICKh Sept 1813, on Lake Erie. 

Lieut AUmwi Wthster^ late Sailing Master of the Niagara, was sworn. 
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Question by the Court. — Having seen and read, Capt. Perry's official ac- 
count of the action of the lOth Sept. 1813, on Lake Erie, please to state 
whether it contains a correct statement of facts? 

Answer. I believe it does. 

Question. By the Judge Advocate — What further do you know respecting 
the subject matter of this enquiry? 

Answer. Just at daylight, on the 10th Sept. 1813, we were in Put-in-Bay, 
and discovered the enemy's fleet. A signal was made by Capt. Perry, and we 
immediately got under way, and beat out of the Bay — the wind a-head. After 
we got out, the wind being light, it shifted, which gave us the weather-gage. 
We made sail in pursuit, and a signal was made for each vessel to take its 
station. The Lawrence led the van, the Caledonia next, and then the Niag- 
ara, in close order. The smaller vessels were a- stern. The enemy com- 
menced the fire upon the headmost vessel at 15 m. bnfore noon, which the 
Lawrence returned at about noon, at the distance of one mile and a half from 
the enemy. Capt. Elliott directed me to commence from my division with al 
long 12. Soon after, we fired one or two broadsides from the carronadea. 
Capt Elliott directed us to cease firing the carronades, as the shot fell short, 
and to continue firing the long gun. The enemy were principally directing 
their fire, at this moment, against the Lawrence. We were using every 
exertion to get down. The wind was light. It was at half past 12, that we 
commenced firing our carronades, at long gun-shot distance, and we being to 
windward, were continually nearing the enemy. We continued the action 
with light winds, continually bearing down in our station, until about 2 o*clockf 
when the Lawrence was disabled. Previous to tliat, Capt. Elliott directed the "^ 
Caledonia to bear up and give him room to close with tne Lawrence. The > 
Caledonia dropped to leeward of us, and the Lawrence dropped out of the line« 
nearly at one and the same time. The wind sprang up, and Capt Elliott . V 
made sail to close with the headmost ship. After we got into close action, I 
was knocked down, and carried below. When I came on deck again, I found 
Capt Perry on board. Capt. Elliott was in the Gun boats, and the action still 
continuing. ^ In about 25 minutes afterwards the enemy struck. 

Question by the Court.— What was the force of our squadron, as to size of 
vessels, description, number of guns, and men? 

A. It consisted of the brig Lawrence of 20 guns, eighteen 32 pound car- 
ronades, and two long I2's; the brig Niagara of 20 guns of the same descrip- 
tion and about 150 men, of which not more than 1^ were fit for duty— she 
was not well manned, as she had 25 militia men and about 30 soldiers, and a 
great number of blacks, only one of whom was a seaman ; the brig Caledonia 
of 3 guns, long 12*8 or 18's; the schooner Vomers of 2 guns; schooner Ariel 
of 3 guns, one of which burst in the action— I do not remember the Scorpion's 
ibice; the schooner Ty gross of one gun, a long 32 pounder; the Porcupine^ 
and Trippe, same. I did not consider the vessels so well manned as our ves- 
sels generally are on the ocean. 

Q. What was the enemy's force? 

A. In close action they were not superior to us, in my opinion ; but from 
the lightness of the wind, the situation of the fieets, and the enemy's havlng^ 
l^OfiT gosm, 1 considered them superior. 

Q. Did the enemy's vessels appear to be as badly manned as represented* 
to the British Court Martial before whom Capt Barclay was tried? 

A. The statement given before that court, 1 consider to be false. 1 infer 
it from the appearance of the Detroit after the action. 1 saw 60 wounded 
men on board her which I believe to have been seamen. I believe the ene- 
my had many more than the number of British seamen stated. 
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Q. What command had Capt. Elliott, in the action ? 

A. He had command of the Niagara. 

Q. Did he do all in his power to gain a nearer position ? and when Capt 
Perry went on board of the Niagara, did you see any thinjpr in Capt Elliott's 
conduct that indicated an intention on his part to make sail from the enemy ? 

A. He did all in his power to gain a nearer position. I never observed any 
intention on his part to make sail from the enemy, on the contrary I noted in 
him a disposition to get into as close action as possible. 

Q. Do you believe that Capt. Elliott did every thing that a brave and meri- 
torious officer should have done, in the action ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you heard any officer make any remarks derogatory to his char- 
acter or conduct on the 10th of Sept? 

A. No. 

Q. by Capt Elliott — Did the Niagara at any time, during the action, at- 
tempt to make off from the British fleet ? 

A. No. 

Q. What was the distance from the Lawrence to the Niagara when the 
firing commenced from the enemy ? ' 

A* There was the intervening space of the Caledonia, the three vessels 
being in close order. 

Q. What was the situation of both fleefs whenithe action commenced on 
our part ? and what time did I order the Caledonia out of the line ? and how 
soon afterwards did I place my vessel a-head of the Lawrence ? and what ap- 
peared to he the situation of the British fleet ? 

A. We were in line a-head, endeavoring to gfet down upon the enemy as 
fast as possible, abafl the enemy's beam, with the wind nearly a-beam. It 
was a little afler the middle of the action that the Caledonia was ordered out 
of the line. The Lawrence was dropping astern, and we shooting a-head.-«- 
We had got into pretty close action before Lwent below. The British fleet 
was in close order, and I think had no spars shot away. 

Q,, Was not my helm up, and the Niagara standing direct for the enemy's- 
fleet, when Capt. Perry came on board ? 

A. I was below and cannot sayc 

Q« What was the situation of the Gun Boats when I left the Niagara, and 
how were they disposed of when I reached the head of the enemy's line with 
them ? 

A. Just before 1 went below, they were a long way a-stem. When I. 
came on deck, I observed the gun boat Capt. Elliott was in had got nearly to 
the head of the enemy's line ; and he was in very close action directing the 
fire of the boats at the enemy's ships. 

Q. How did the Lawrence bear of the Niacrara when Capt Perry came 
on board, and what distance was she from the Niagara.^ 

A. I was not on deck, and before I went below, the Lawrence was rather 
on our leeward quarter. 

laeut. Yarnall, late first Lieutenant of the Lawrence Was sworn. 

Q. Does Capt Perry's official account of the action of the 10th Septem- 
ber, contain a correct statement of facts ? 

A. 1 think generally as to what I could see it is correct, except as to the 
statement m page 2d, line 12th, of the Niagara being brought into close ac- 
tion. I believe the Niagara was three quarters of a mile astern of the Law- 
J*ence ; and when she passed us to the windward at the time Com. Perry took 



SI 

risieaBbn of her, ehe was half a mile off our weather bow. This was about 
hours. and 48 minutes after the action commenced ; I expressed my surprise 
to Capt Perry on observing the Niagara in that situation, and after the Law- 
rence was disabled he left tier in my possession and «went on board the Ni-^ 
agara. 
4. What further do vou know relative to the subject of this enquiry ? 
A. In tbe morning 01 the 10th Sept. we discovered the enemy's squadron 
and got under way, stood out past the Islands. The wind veered, and became 
favoraUe soon after we passed one of the Islands. Within about 3 miles of 
the enemy, Capt. Elliott in uie Niagara bore down and spoke Gapt. Perry. — 
Capt Elliott fell into line next to the Caledonia. The Detroit commenced the 
action by finng a long d4 pounder. Capt Perry directed me to hail the Scor- 
pion, for the purfiose of engaging the enenw, and at the same time to com- ' 
mence our fire with a 12 pounder on the K>rece«!tle. A few minutes after- 
wards, we conunenced a me with the carronades. It having been enquired 
^ me whether they told or not, and I answering in the negative, Capt Perry 
ordered the helm to be put up and bore down upon the enemy. The Caledo- 
nia and Scorpion engaged. We ran down and came within about half musk- 
et shot, exposed to uie whole of the enemy's fire at first, and afterwards to 
that of four of his vessels, the Chippeway^ Detroit, Hunter, and Queen Char- 
lotte. We lay opposite the Hunter, and thei Queen Charlotte was a-stern of 
the Hunter. Our first division was fought against the Detroit, the second 
against the Queen Charlotte, and occasionally guns at the Hunter. At sev- "^ 
eral periods duriner the contest, I expressed my surprise that the Niagara was - 
not brought into ciose action. The crew also expressed their surprise, but 
were encouragojd by the officers to fight on till she should come down and 
take a part with us. I observed the Niagara firin? a distant fire, (I suppose ' 
three quarters of a mile off) at the enemy's small vessels, the Lady Prevost 
and others. It was 2 hours and 48 minutes after the action commenced, thai 
Com. Perry said to me, '^ I leave ^ou to surrender the vessel to the enemy.** 
At this time we could not fight a single gun. He leff us. Afcer he got into 
the boat he observed that he would leave it discretionary with me, either to 
surrender or receive the enemy's fire. I called en Mr. Taylor and Mr. For- 
rest, who were on deck, to know their opinion-^the3r told me it Was useless to 
sacrifice any more men, as we were unable to sustain the action any longer. 
The colours were consequently struck. Immediately on Com. Perry's arrival 
on board the Niagara, he made sail and bore down — broke the enemy's line^ 
and the action was decided in about 15 or 20 minutes, except as to two of the 
enemy's vessels, which attempted to escape but were pursued. 
Q. What was the force or our squadron ? 

A. The Lawrence and Niagara of 20 ^uns each, eighteen 32 pound Car- 
ronades, and two long 12's. The Caledonia had two or three guns on circles. 
The Ariel had 3, the Scorpion 2 guneh— one a 12 the other an 18 or 24 pound- 
er. The rest one gun each. The Lawrence had 131 men and boys, of eve- 
ry description, of which 103 were fit for duty. The squadron had hut few 
seamen — we had about 30 marines and some militia men. 
Q. What command had Capt Elliott in tbe action ? 
A. He commanded the Niagara. 

Q. How near was he to the enemy when the action commenced ? 
A. About a mile and a half, or two miles. 

Q. Do you believe Capt. Elliott did every thing a brave and meritorious 
officer should have done in the action? 
A. I am under the belief that the Niagara could have been brought into 
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closer action. The same wind which would bring the Lawrence into aotioti 
would likewise bring the Niagara into action. The matn-top8aii>>f -^the Law- 
rence was laying to the mast, foresail hauled up, and top-gallaQtift&ilf\)rl^d.- 
I think the Niagara had her main-topsal also to the mast, that iS) 3i(^hile she 
was a-stern. 

Q. by Capt. Elliott — Did the Niagara at any time during the actiob attempt 
to make off from the British fleet ? 

A. No. . . 

Q. What was the distance from the Lawrence to the Niagara, when the 
firing commenced from the enemy ? 

A. A quarter of a mile. 

Q. What was the situation of the gun boats when I left the Niagara, and 
how were they disposed of when I reached the head of the enemy's line with 
them? 

A. The gun boats generally were a-stern and to windward. I saw Cap^ 
Elliott on board one of them, and they were coming into action. ' They were 
very much scattered, but all bearing down inta action. 

Q. What was the established order of battle, and is the sketch now shewn 
you a correct one ?---(See page 25.) 

A. The sketch is correct. 

Q. What were the observations of Lieuts. Turner and Itoldnp, when 
speaking to you of the action ? 

A. They expressed their disapprobation and surprise that the Niagara was 
not brought into action. 

Q. When I was passing the Lawrence in the boat, did you net come to 
the gang-way, and ask me to' bnng the boat along side, as you were sinking? 
^A. No. 

Q. Did you not on the return of the fleet to Erie, discoveripg that there 
was an altercation between Captains Periy and Elfiott, meiet Midshipman 
P«ffe on the beach, and say to him that there was the^ deuce to pay about the 
action, but that as for your part, you had always given each of .those offi- 
cers an equal share of credit ? . 

A. No. I do not recollect having any conversation with the young gen- 
tleman alluded to. , 

Q. How was the wind from the begining to the end of the action ? 

A. I do not precisely recollect I suppose a vessel might go two knots. 
. Q. by the Court — In the general surprise which you state was expressed, 
that the Niagara did not close faster into action, did you inake any allowanii^e 
for the lightness of the wind ? 

A. In my former answers I have made allowances for the wind and the 
existing state of things. 

Q, Was there any difference in the force of the wind from the commence- 
ment of the action until the time when Capt Perry came on board the Niag- 
ara? 

A. The wind freshened. About the time he left the Lawrence there was 
more wind than there had been. 

The Court adjourned to to^morioW morning at half past nine o'clock. 

April 25th, 1815. 
Lieut WxBSTER was re-examined. 

QrUestion, by the Judge Advocate — When was it that Capt. Elliott bore 
down to speak Capt Perrv ? and what passed ? 
A. At about 10 o'clock in the morning Capt. Ellioit called all hands ail, 



and requested Com. Perry tx> shew his boys his fla^, when Com. Perry hoiked 
a flag with the motto on it of DonH give up the ship, Capt. Elliott told hif 
crew to read it, and explained to them what was on the flag, and told them to 
swear within themselves that this flag should never come down, obMrvtng that 
these were the dying words of Lawrence. 

Q. What was the established order of battle ? 

A. The original order of sailing was for the Niagara to lead the-yaii.t . I 
afterwards learned that, in consequence of the enemy *s forming difi^r^ntly 
from what was expected, we changed our order of battle, which browght. QS 
into the situation I stated yesterday. 

Q. When was this change made, and how ? 

A. The signal which I saw was made afler the Commodore's flag (above 
mentioned) was hoisted, I think. This was the first forming of the Jin^. 

Q. Is the sketch now shewn you a cprrect view of the manner in which. 
the line was formed ? , . 

A. It is. 

Q,. by Capt. Elliotts-How far was the Caledonia from (he Niagara, from. 
the commencement of the enemy's fire until I ordered her out of the line?. 

A. She was as close as she could be with safety, and I recollect onoo. 
backing the topsail to prevent running into her. 

Q. by the Court — How long time elapsed between the Lawrence commoiic*. 
ing the action, and the Niagara's engaging ? , .. 

A. I should say 10 minutes. 

Q. By Capt. Elliott — What was ^he distance from the Lawrence to tht; 
Niagara, from the commencement of the action until I ordered the Caledooia 
out of the line ? and did not the enemy's shot take effect in a few mifiuti^ af- 
ter the action began, upon the Niagara's spars and rigging? ; . ,/ 

A. At no time during that period were they more than 300 yardaapfirttr*-. 
The enemy's shot took effect very soon, and shot away one of the for^topHmaat 
back-stays. i 

Q. Did not the enemy's fire appear to be directed at the Niagara's, 8parf> 
and rigging? 

A. I think it was. . « 

Q. What distance was I from the Lawrence when I passed hep gftin9D|^' 
the head of the line ? ♦,> 

A. It did not, in my opinion, exceed 30 yards. 

Q. Just before you were wounded, what was the relative position of tbf. 
Lawrence and Niagara ? 

A. The Lawrence was a little on our larboard or weather quarter. ThiS) 
placed us nearer the enemy than the Lawrence. 

Q. What damac^e did the Niagara sustain in the action ? 

A. Our main stay, foretop-m^st back-stays, . a great deal of ruaning Qg- 
ging, and two shrouds of our fore-rigging, were shot away. Some of our 
spars were wounded. There were two men killed from my divisloD, beft)re 1: 
went below, and a number of men wounded on board. • 

Q. Was the Niagara, at any time during the action, from half to three ' 
quarters of a mile on the weather bow of the Lawrence afler I ordered the 
Caledonia out of the line ? . .,- 

A» She was not. I wish also, to correct my evidence of yesterday^ hy 
addmg that the Ariel and the Scorpion were on the weather bow of the Law* 
rence. 

Or. Did you observe the enemy's ship Queen Charlotte bear up and rin 
away from the Niagara? and if so, when? 



S4 

^A. She did bear np from the Niagara's fire, in about half an hour ^fter 
ilie Nia||[[arA commenced firing. 

Mr. MoirreoMSRT, Midshipman, late' of the Niagara was sworn. 

Q. Where was your station on board ? 

A. In the first division, commanded by Lieut Edwards. 

Q. Doiet Capt Perry's official letter contain a correct statement of facte, 
ar you khow or oelieve' ? 

A. Yce. 

Q. State what you know relative to the matter of this enquiry ? 

A. In the commencement of the action the Niagara took a position a-stem 
of |he Caledonia in close line, agreeable to a signal made by Com. Perry. — 
Capt Elliott, observing that the enemy fired principally at the Lawrence, or- 
dkired Mr. Tamer to keep away, so as to enable us to support the Commodore, 
by taking a position a-stern of the Lawrence. The Caledonia took her sta- 
tion a-stem of the Niagara, and continued there during the action. The 
liglklnese of the wind prevented our getting as close to the Lawrence as it 
wad supposed we intended. Capt. Elliott observing that the caiTonade shot 
ftltehOfti'ordered them to fire from the long guns only. When the Lawrence 
was disabled, a breeze sprung up ; we passed her in company with the Cale- 
^oU^ to windwSrd, at about 25 yards distance. The Caledonia was then 
a-stem of us. We took a position which brought the Lawrence nearly a-stern 
of us on the lee-quarter. Capt. Elliott ordered us to make sail, and we had 
boarded the fore-tact and were in the act of setting top-gallant sails, before 
Oipt Periy eame on board. I observed him come . over the weather gang- 
wl^ of the Lawrence, get into a boat and pass under the Niagara's stern. I 
went aft and reported it to Capt Elliott who was then standing on the taffirel. 
Capt ISllieif met Com. Perry at the weather gang-way, and shook hands with 
him. Sooie conversation passed which I did not hear. Capt. Elliott soon dis- 
appeared, and I did not see him afterwards till the end of the action. When 
Odllk^Fe^y eame oh board, we were firing all our starboard guns ; we bore 
down in company with the Caledonia, and directed our fire principally at the 
^ Detroit The enemy's line was compact afler the Lawrence struck. In 
aidtifc 15 mihutes afler Com. Perry came on board, the Detroit struck and the 
Queen Charlotte a few minutes after. The Lady Prevost was then about 40 
or 50 yards from the Niagara's lee-bow. The marines were ordered to dis- 
dMurtfe their muskete from our forecastle at the Lady Prevost. After the sec- 
ond discharge of musketry, she struck. I think the Hunter struck before 
OMt. Elliott lea the brig. 

Q. by the Courts— Did Capt. Elliott do all in his power to gain a near po- 
riUon? 

'A. Ye». We were bearing down upon the enemy before Capt Perry 
Mne on board ; we had kept up an incessant fire from our carronades some 
tinie befbre Com. Perry came on board. 

Q. Do you believe Capt. Elliott did every thing he ought in duty to do in 
tM tctioD, as a brave and meritorious officer ? 

A. Yes ; and heard him express to the crew his intention of bringing us 
into as close action as possible. 

; Q. by Capt Elliott — Did the Niagara at any time during the action, attempt 
to make her escape from the British fleet? 

A. No. 

Q. What was the distance from the Lawrence to the Niagara, when the 
enemv's fire commenced ? and what distance was the Lawrence, Caledonia, 
and Niagara, from the enemy's fleet ? 



A. We were as close to the Caledonia as we cou]4 form the line. The 
distance between the Caledonia and the Lawrence, I cannot state ; t^ie three 
vessels werb not within carronade distance of the enemy, but at lotg giii- 
shot when the enemy's fire commenced. 

Q. What was the distance from the Lawrence to the Niagara whep we 
commenced our fire ? and what distance was each of those vessels from the 
enemy's fleet ? 

A. Tne distance was at that time from 150 to 11200 yards ; the two vesse^ 
were at long; gun-shot The second or third shot fired from the enemy cut 
away two starboard fore-topmast back-stays and fell about 30 yards to wind- 
ward of us. 

Q. What was the distance from the Lawrence to the Caledonia, and from 
the Caledonia to the Niagara ? and what distance was each of those ve^sefii 
from the enemy's fleet, when I ordered the Caledonia to bear up and let tne 
pass her? 

A. The Lawrence was at that time 80 or 90 yards from the Caled<)niiji 
and the flying-gib -boom of the Niagara was nearly over the taflVel of the 
Caledonia. The three brigs were still at long gun-shot from the ehemw 

Q. When I ordered the Caledonia to bear up, where did I place the I?iftif- 
ara ? and where was she when Capt. Perry came on board ? . 

A. Capt Elliott placed his vessel a-stern of the Lawrence, and when Qapt 
Perry came on board, the Niagara was a-head of the Lawrence jBtai)din|[ 
down on the enemy. Tlie Caledonia was ordered out of the line about ID 
minutes after the commencement of the action, and we passed the Lawrence 
at half past 2 o'clock. ^ 

Q. When Capt. Perry came on board the Niagara, did he not find he)r 
helm up, and that vessel standing direct for the enemy's ship Detroit? ' 

A. We were standing for the enemy, whose line was in compact order.' 

Q. What was the situation of the gun boats when I left the Niagahi ? atid 
how were they disposed of when brought to the head of the enemy's line ? 

A. When Capt Elliott left the Niagara they, were all a-stern of ns. .We 
had passed the Scorpion and Ariel. ' Wlien Capt Perry came on board, "(ney 
were all a-stern, except that I do not recollect whether tlie Scorpion ^id 
Ariel were to windward or a-stern. ^ 

Or. When I hailed the gun boats, did I not order them to make sdil imA 
keep close under my stern ? 

A. I heard Capt Elliott hail the Porcupine, aiid order her to take a poflUion 
close under our stern, at the commencement of the action. The' BctitfUkih 
was a head, and the Ariel on the weather bow of the Lawrence. 

Q. What was the established order of battle, and is the sketch now shewjp 
you a correct view of the situation of both fleets at the times stated? **. 

A. In the commencement of the action^ the Scorpion was the be^iid-lptiblft 
vessel, the Lawrence next, and the Ariel on the weather bow of tne |aw- 
rence ; the Niagara a-stern of the Caledonia. The two lines are correct^ 
stated in the sketch, excepting that the enemy's schooner Chippewa took.tper 
position a-head of the Detroit ailer the commencement of the action^ I jror 
sume in order to support the British Commodore, and to engage' this inntdl 
vessels at the head of our line. 

Q. When Capt Perry came on board the Niagara, was she half a tnil^' on 
the^weather bow of the Lawrence ? 

A. No. She was nearly a head of the Lawrence, a little OH the weathe]^ 
bow, perhaps 150 yards. . ^' '■ 

Q. Di^ the Lawrence. and Caledonia at any time in the action lirelir QK'thd 
leare the Niagara with her ioaaintopsftil a-back, or lea^e heir on A ifiM9^*' 
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A. tTplii the Caledonia changed her position, the Niagara was in close or- 
der with her. , The LaWrence and Caledonia did not bear up, and leave the 
Niflgara,'ae interrogated. 

SBy the court — At what stage of the action did the Niagara get within 
etshot of the enemy ? 

A. Afler the Lawrence was disabled. 
. Q. By Capt Elliott— Did Capt. Elliott or Capt. Perry bring the Niagara 
into close action ? 

A. The Niagara had closed with the enemy some time before Capt. Perry 
ctme on hoard. 

Q. Did not the wind die away almost to a calm when the action was pret- 
ty well on.?. 

A*. In a very short. time afler the commencement of the action it died away, 
and it continued nearly calm until about the time the Lawrence was disabled. 

Q. Did the enemy's ship Queen Charlotte bear up to avoid the Niagara's 
fire, and if ao, at what time ? 

A. Tes ; before the Lawrence was disabled, she bore up and ran foul of 
the Detroit on that ship's lee-quarter. 

Q. By the court— Did the Niagara bear down and speak Com. Perry be- 
fore the action ? and if so, what passed ? 

A. Capt Elliott spoke Capt. Perry while we were passing to leeward. — 
Capt. Elliott mentioned to his erew that it was the Commodore's intention to 
Vring the enemy to close action immediately. He told them it was probable 
we should receive one or two raking fires from the enemy, and advised them 
to receive it with coolness and not be alarmed. He observed that we should 
not coramence firing until within musket shot distance, and then, if every 
man did his duty, we should flog them in ten minutes. He then ordered 
^bem to their quarters. 

. Mr. Adams, late Midshipman of the Niagara, was sworn. 

Q. Do ^ou believe Capt. Perry's official account to be correct ? 

A. I think it is. 

Q. Did the Niagara at any time attempt, during the action, to make aft 
irom the British fleet ? 
" A. No. * ■ ■ 

Q. What was the distance from the Lawrence to the Niagara, when the 
anetpy's fire commenced ? and what distance were the Lawrence, Caledonia, 
and Niagara from the enemy ? 

. . A. I should say the distance was 30 or 40 yards between the Lawrence and 
Niagara. The three vessels were about half or three quartei^ of a mile 
from the enemy. 
. C^ What was the distance from the Lawrence to the Caledonia, and from 
the Caledonia to the Niagara ? and what distance were those vessels from 
the enemy, when I ordered the Caledonia to bear up and let me pass her.^ 

A. The distance was not more than 20 yards from the Lawrence to the 
Caledonia, and our jib-boom was over the Caledonia's taflrel. All.were near- 
ing the enemy, and something less than half a mile ofl*. 

Q» When Capt Perry came on board the Niagara, did he not find the helm 
up, and that vessel standing direct for the enemy's ship Detroit ? 

A. The helm was up, and we were bearing down upon the enemy. The 
fore-sail was set for that purpose. 

Q. By the Ccfurt— Did Capt Elliott do all in his power to close in with the 
tiawrenee when she waa overpowered by the enemy's vessels firing into her ? 
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• * ■ 

A. I believe he did. 

Q. Did he get up in time to afibrd her relief? 

A. She was nearly disabled, but still firing when he got up. 

Q. Was Capt. Elliott's conduct during the action, that of a g^od Officer in 
your judgment.^ •^•.'^ 

A., it was. ^ • 

Q. Did you observe any indication of an intention on his part to^^wtbdraw 
fioin the enemy at the time the Lawrence was disabled ? j ' 

A. No ; he appeared to be anxious to close in. ' . *" 

Q. By Capt. Elliott — Did the Lawrence and Caledonia at any time' dd^ing 
the action, run down within Musket shot of the enemy, and leave the Nidgja^r 
firing at the enemy's smaller vessels at a distance ? 

A. N'o. We were close to the Caledonia during the whole action, till she 
was ordered out of the way in order to let us pass to the assistance of the 
Commodore. 



IVfr. Tatee, Master's Mate on board the Niagara, was sworn. 

Q. by the Judge Advocate — Did Capt. Elliott do all in his power to close in 
with the Lawrence when she was overpowered by the enemy's vessels firing 
into her .^ 

A. He did. 

Q. Did he get up in time to afibrd her relief?^ 

A, We were never much out of the way. We were immediately under 
the Caledonia's stern, and the Lawrence was about the length of the Caledo- 
nia a-head of the latter. The three brigs were in compact line. 

Q. Was (Dapt. Elliott's conduct during the action, such as merited appro- 
bation? 

A. I thought at the time no roan could display more zeal, gallantry and 
good conduct than he did. 

Q. Did you observe any appearance of an intention oh his part to with- 
draw from the enemy, when the Lawrence was disabled ? 

A. No ; far from it. 

Q. Did the Niagara at any time during the action make ofiT from the Brit- 
.ish fleet ? 
■■ A. No. 

Q. Did the. Lawrence and Caledonia at any time bear up and place them- 
selves within musket shot distance fioni the enemy, leaving the Niagara three 
quarters of a mile ofi*, firing at the enemy's smaller vessels ? 

A'. No ; until we passed the Caledonia, we were immediately under her 
stern. 

Q. by Capt. Elliott — What conversation passed between me and Capt. Per- 
ry, when I returned on board the Niagara ? 

A. I saw Capt. Perry shake hands with Capt. Elliott, and heard him ex- 
press his high satisfaction at Capt. Elliott's conduct, and attribute to him a 
larce share of the glory of the day. 

Q. How near was Capt. Elliott to the Lawrence when passing her ? 

A. He took very little more than room enough to pass to the windward. 

Q. Was the Niagara three quarters of a mile on the bow of the Lawrence^ 
when Capt. Perry came on board ? 

A. No ; I should suppose not more than 60 or 70 yards, if that. 

Q. Was not the helm, up and the Niagara bearing down on the enemy^ 
when Capt Perry came on board ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Had you been an officer on board th« Lawrence, would :f on h&v« «wqk 
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posed there was any defieiency in the condact of Capt EUiott in coming to 
the relief of the Lawrence ? 

A. No one, seeing what was going on could suppose so— for my ownpart^ 
I should not 

The Court adjourned until to-morrow morning at half past 9 o'clock. 

April 26th, 1815. 

M. CuMMiNGs, acting Midshipman on board the Niagara, was sworn. 

Q. by the Court — Did Capt Elliott do all in his power to gain a near posi- 
tion to the enemy ? 

A* Ves ; in my opinion every thing he could do. 

Q. Do you believe Capt. Eluott did every thing he ought to have done in 
the action ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did the Niagara attempt to make off fVom the enemy's fleet during the 
action ? 

A. No. 

Q. Did the enemy's ship Queen Charlotte attempt to make off trqm, the 
I^iagara? 

A. Yes ; the Queen Charlotte attempted to get away from us, and in so 
doing run foul of the Detroit This was before Capt Elliott left thq Niagara 
to go on board the gun boats. 

Qk, Where was the Niap^ara when Capt Perry came on board of ber .' and 
wna the Lawrence at that time three quarters of a mile nearer the enemy than 
the Lawrence^ 

4* The Niagara was lying along side the enemy's Gfbips Queen Charlotte 
and Detroit I think she was not more than two cables length froni them^ I 
think we were nearer the enemy than the Lawrence, 

Q. When we passed the Lawrence, how near were wd to her? 

A* I was not looking at her, but the first time I saw her^ after W0 passed 
her, she was not more uan a quarter of a mile off. 

O. Did the Lawrence and Caledonia, at any time daring the action, )»ear 
^ for the enemy, leaving the Niagara standing on to windwardL 

A* No ; not that I saw. 

Q. Did Capt, Elliott order the Caledonia out of the line at any period of 
jthe action? 

^ Ves \ an hour before Capt Perry came on bpard. 

JUeut FoiiaGST, acting Lieutenant on board the Lawrence was sworn* 
Q. Where were you stationed ? 
A. In the second division. 

^. Have vou read Capt PerryVi official letter, and does it contain a correct 
/Statement of facts P 
A* 1 have just read it and it is correct 

Q. By the Judge Advocate— What else dp you know of this inquiry ? 
A. When we got within three miles of the enemy on the 10th September, 




gage the Detroit, and wished the Niagara to drop Just a^stern of him. We 
vent into action in that order. Signals were made from the La^ipenca for 
each vessel to engage its opponent 

Q. Did the Niagara attempt to make off flrom the Britisb fleet a| fny time 
dwrimr tibe action ? 



A. No. 

Q. Do you know whether Capt Elliott did all in his power to gain a posi' 
tion nearer to the enemy ? 

A. It is my opinion there might have been more sail set on the Niagara. 

Q. Did he do every thing becoming a brave and meritorious officer in that 
action? 

A. So (Hr as I saw I believe he did. 

Q. Where was the Niagara when Com. Perry went on board ? 

A* She was to windward of us. I suppose she was about half a mile o^ 
but I cannot be positive. 

Q. Did you, during the action, express your supprise that the Niagara did 
not close with the enemy ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How far was the Niagara from the enemy at the time ? 

A. I do not know. I suppose from three qurrters to half a mile. 

Q. Was the Niagara then engaged ? 

A. She was firing. 

Q. How near was the Lawrence to the enemy at the same time ? 

A. At point blank shot distance with a carronade. 

Q. Did the Caledonia and Lawrence at any time during the action, bear 
up and run down on the enemy, leaving the Niagara standing on ? 

A. After the action commenced, the Niagara was standing directly after 
us. 

Q. Are Lieuts. Edwards and Smith, and Mr. Magrath, late of the Niagara^ 
dead? ' 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is there any thing further — relating to this enquiry that you wish to- 
state to the Court ? 

A. No. 

The Court being cleared, and the whole of the proceedings read over to^ 
the Court by the Judge Advocate, the following opinion was pronounced. 

OPINION. 

The Court of Enquiry convened at the request of Capit. Jesse D. Elliott,, 
having deliberately examined all the evidence produced before them, for the 
purpose of investigating his conduct in the glorious battle of Lake Erie, ont 
the 10th September, 1813, in which he bore so conspicuous a part, sincerelyi 
regret that there should have been any diversity of opinion respecting the^^ 
events of that day, and imperious duty compels the Court to promulgate testi-< 
mony that appears materially to vary in some of its important poirnts. The - 
C^urt, however, feel convinced tljat the attempts to wrest from Capt. Elliott 
the laurels he gained in that splendid victory, as second in command under" ^. 
that gallant and highly meritorious officer Capt. Perry, ought in no wise tO' 
lessen him in the opinion of his fellow citizens, as a brave and skilful officer^^ 
and that the charge made in the proceedings of the British Court Martial by 
which Capt Barclay was tried, of his attempting to withdraw from the battle^ 
is malicious and unfounded in fact On the contrary it has been proved to the 
satisfaction of this Court, thut the enemy's ship Q,ueen Charlotte bore oC 
from the fire of the Niagara, commanded bv Capt. Elliott 

A. MURRAY, President. 

Henrt WasATON, Judge Mvocate, 

(Approved.) 

B. W. CROWNINSHIELD . 
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NO. 3. 

U. S. Brio NiaoaiM) Sept 19th, 1813. : 
CJaptaiw Elliott, 

Sir— We, the Officers of the U. S. Brig Niagara, under, your pommqod, 
with the most profound respect, congratulate you on our late victory over tbe; 
British squadron; well convinced chat in you we were ably comm^aded, apd 
that your valour, intrepidity and skill could not be surpassed. You h(|ve,'jKr, 
our most ardent wish for future prosperity and happiness, both, in your official 
and private capacity, and may your future Naval courses, ever be as brilliant^ 
a$ the present. 

Receive, sir, the assurance of our greatest respect. 



[Signed] J. E. Smith, Lieut. 

H. Magrath, "Purser." 

Nelson Webster, Lieut. 

J. J. Edwards, Lieut. 



Robt. B. Barton, Surgeon. 
H. B. Brevoqrt, Capt. second' 
, U. S. Infantry. '. 



Wo. 4. 

Letter from the Officers on hoard the Niagara to the Secretary of the J^avj^, 
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U. S. Sloop Niagara, 13th Oct. at Anchor off Detroit, U. C. 

Respected Sir— We have with regret seen the condensed, and suffer, ps 
to add, partial statements in the late action on Lake Erie, and induced by liio- 
-tives of the warmest admiration and greatest respect for our commander CaptJ' 
E. Elliott, we take the liberty of laying before you our coipbined observations 
on the above late action, and knowing as we do yoiir power of disc riiQi nation 
and impartiality of judgment, we commit it to you with full confidence of its ' 
oiniversal evidence and consideration. . ', 

On the loth Sept 1813, while lymg in Put-in-Bay, the enemy's fleet waj* 
discovered from the Lawrence'd mast head. At 5 A. M. signal 1205, our 
squadron weighed and commenced beating out of the bay, in company with 
^the Lawrence, Capt. Perry, the Niagara, Capt. Elliott, the Caledonia, Ariel, 
^Scorpion, Somers, P.orcupine, Tigress, and Trippe. At 6 A. M. discovered 
th^ sails in the Western board to be the enemy's squadron, consisting of two • 
^hips, two brigs, one schooner, one sloop of war with their board tacks oa ' 
board, standing to the southward, under easy sail, our squadron using all pos- ' 
-sible eitertion to join them by beating out of the Bay, kept our wind on the 
larboard tack ; in order to preserve guage, which was effected. Obseryecl 
the enemy's squadron to form in line of battle a-head in the following order: 
the Detroit leading the van ; brig Hunter, Queen Charlotte, Lady Prevost, 
Chippeway and Little Belt. Our squadron forming in lines of battle in the. 
fdllowing order : Schooner Ariel, of four and Scorpion of two guns pi]f the 
Lawrence's weather bow ; the Lawrence, Capt. Perry, leading the van ; the 
Caledonia, the Niagara, the Porcupine, the Somers, Tigress, and the Trippe, 
At a quarter before 12, the enemy's ship Detroit commenced firing qn our , 
headmost vessels, distance computed at one mile and a half. At meridian the , 
action became general and closer, the whole of the enemy's fire being direct- 
ed at the Lawrence, Caledonia and Niagara. The Lawrence labpured un- 
ider a very great disadvantage at this time. Observing her shot to fall short 
of the Detroit, who having long guns, placed her shot in the Lawrence delib- 
erately and at discretion. This, in our opinion is one reason why the Law* 
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i^nce became so shattered. The Niagara's position was close a stern of thd 
Caledonia, which she maintained and being a little abafl the weather b^am of 
the Queen Charlotte, abreast the Lady Prevost and redt of the enemy's squad- 
ron, the whole of whose fire she sustained. At this time the Queen Char* 
lotte was discovered to bear up and stand away from the Niagara's fire. Capt. 
Elliott, ordered the fore and afl mainsail to be hauled out and the jib iU^eX 
aft, ill order to come up with her, she being the vessel we meant particularly*^ 
to engage. The Queen Charlotte having gamed the Detroit's lee and the 
Lawrence gaining a head, Capt. Elliott ordered the Caledonia to bear up and 
leave us room to close with the Lawrence, which was done and the action car- 
ried on with great vigour and spirit on both sides. The most of our fire wa9 
now directed against the Queen Charlotte, " she having regained the line," 
Lady Prevost and Little Belt We now ranged ahead, receiving the com- 
bined fires.of the Detroit, Queen CJharlotte, and Lady Prevost, the Lawrence 
sometime previous to this had dropped a stern much shattered and uselessi 
Capt. Perry left her and came on board the Niagara ; he observed to Capt, ^ 
Elliott that he apprehended the action was lost, who with the spirit and promp- I 
titude we have been accustomed to see him exeit, replied^ No, sir, I will yet ! 
try and save the day. He accordingly repaired on board and taking the di- 
rection of one of the small vessels, brought the whole of them into action at 
close musket shot, the consequence was that in ten minutes the Detroit and 
Queen Charlotte, with the Lady Prevost, struck to Us, and soon after the ■--' 
whole of the enemy's squadron followed their example. The Lawrence h%d 
some minutes before this struck her colours and hauled out of the line. You 
will perceive, sir, by this account that the Niagara was most usefully ^nd en- 
ergetically engaged during the action, and the gallant manner and the ceJer-. 
ity with which the small vessels were brought into action, and the instant 
change efiected by it, ranks Capt Elliott in our opinion as second to none, in' 
the attainment of the late action. * 

We are unwilling to quit the subject without expressing our estimation of- 
our noble commander. We feel it a duty to him and ourselves to express our . 
opinion of his conduct during the action, which was manifested by his cooI| 
brave and judicious deportment, and are firmly of opinion, that his valor could 
not be surpassed by any ; and that in him the American flag has a most zeal* 
ous, skillful and heroic defender. We have here endeavored, sir, to give you 
a succint and minute account of the action from cominencement to close, in 
doing this we have been actuated by unprejudiced love and respect for Capt« 
Elliott. 

We have the honour to be, sir, your obedient servants^ 
[Signed,] J. E. Smith, Lieut. I Nelson Webster, A. M. 

H. Magrath, Purser. | A. B* Brevoort, Capt. second 
J. J. Edwards, Lieut. | Regt U. S. Infantry. 

Hon. Wm. Jones, Secretary of the Navy, Washington* 



Capt Jesse D* Elliott, United :^ales* JVbvy. 

Washington-City, Jan. 22d, 1881* 
SIR, 

It was with pain for t/our feelings, disgust at the motive and contempt 
for its author, that I yesterday perused an anonyn^ous pamphlet, purporting. tb 
be copies of certain documents left by the late Com. O. H. Perry, relative to & 
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difference which existed between you concerning your conduct on the memo- 
rable 10th Sept. 1813. And as I had the honor of being in the fleet, and dur- 
ing part of the engagement under your command, I deem it a duty, and I feel 
a great pleasure in stating all that 1 know on the subject for jour satisfaction 
aii well as for the information of those who may feel interested. As well as I 
remember, we began the action, the Commodore in front, the Caledonia next, 
the Niagara and gun boats in succession — my vessel '^ the Someru" being next 
to the Niagara. I believe the two larger vessels of the venemy had the van 
of their line — the wind was light and the Lawrence reached some distance 
a-head, and in action when it l>ecame perfectly calm; and in this situation 
we continued the engagement some time, " the Niagara and some of the gun 
boats keeping up a fire" when the Commodore was seen to be much shattered ; 
the wind sprung up — the Caledonia bore up and the Niagara pushed a-head 
of her, lis also did the Somers, we leaving her (the Caledonia) on the star- 
board quarter, and just after I saw the Commodore hoard the Niagara and 
you sii take his place in the boat proceeding to the small vessels boarded each 
/as you passed and urged us on. You soon returned, came on board the 8om- 
\ ers and ordered us to cease filing and draw the round shot out of the guns 
and replace them with grape and cannister — the quarter gunner at the ^ be- 
ing about to fire did not appear to pay attention to the order and persisted in 
finng, whereupon you struck him with a trumpet which you held in vour hand ; 

. \ and this is the laughing scene^ when you are made to dodge a chain shot ! ! — 
Of your general deportment during the engagement, as far as I saw there 
was no want of ardor, patriotism, or valor ; for when you came on board my 
ressel, I naturally took your countenance for encouragement which I fully re- 
ceived ; I however, did not approve of the punishment of the man at the gun 
at that moment, though he deserved it for his inattention to orders, and I be- 
lieve I afterwards stated this to you at Erie. As re^rards the charge of par- 
tiality, I saw none, I knew of none, and I do not believe that any existed. In 
relation to the charge of exciting a party against Com. Perrv, I heard nothing 
of it dnrmg my stay on the Lnke, which was to February 1814 ; I knew, howev- 
er, that many of the officers were year enemies — but I understood it to have 
proceeded from a supposition that you were too severe a disciplinarian and not 
from any other cause ;— and at one time I myself entertained a similar opin- 
ion ; only my mure maturer reason has convinced me that/it proceeded from a 
seal on your part for tire welfare of the Navy, and to the discharge of your duty ; 
these are liiy sentiments on this disagreeable subject candidly expressed ; and 
I do hope that they will have the effect on the mind of every honoiable man» 
to prevent any wrong impressions which the author of the insidious pamphlet 
which drew them forth intended to make. 

Yon will do me the favor to use this paper as you may deem most expe- 
dient 

With considerations of respect and esteem, 
I have the honor to be. 

Your very obed't servant, 

^J. (Signed) D.C.NICHOLS. 

IVo. 6. 

Statemtnt of Lieut Conkling, 

[This officer commanded the vessel a-stern of the Niagara.} 
At the commencement of the action, between the American and British 
0eet§OD LBkeBrie, the Brig Niagara was in the station which had been 
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issigned her and appeared to behave well, when the signal was made for clo- 
ler action that vessel was near the enemy's ships Detroit and Queen Char- 
otte,keepmg up a well directed fire: and the conduct of Capt. Elliott in 
iringing the smaller vessels into close action evinced the utmost activity and 
iravery. 

A. H. M. CONKLING, 

Lieut. Com'g. the schr. Tigrt 



' Wo. 7. 

Norfolk, May 20, 1821. 

Sir — By a pamphlet recently published, charges are made against you, de- 
rogatory to the honors awarded by your country, tor the skill and valor yott 
exerted in the memorable action of the 10th of Sept. 1813. I was on board 
the Schooner Tigress, commanded by Lieut. Conklin, and from my obaerva* 
tion, am fully persuaded that your vessel was ably and judiciously fought 

Your activity in bringing up the gun-boats and placmg them in the situa- 
tion where you so '* largely" contributed to the success of the day, has been 
00 well attested by the report of the commander-in-chief on that day, and 00 
generally acknowledged by the public that my testimony cannot be neceasaiy 
to establish it. 

I regret that the long period which has elapsed, and my partial experience 
in my profession at the time, put it out of my power to detail other circum- 
stances of the action ; but I with great pleasure, state that the most favtwable 
impressions remained on my mind in regard to your conduct on the occasion. 
Sentiments coinciding with these impressions, I had believed universal, till the 
return of the fleet to Erie, some time in C>ctober, when meeting with Lieut 
Yarnell on the beach, he informed me some difference had arisen between you 
and the Commodore, respecting the action ; Lieut Yarnell added, that for hia 
part he had always given you an equal share in the victory, or words to that 
effect I observe it stated, that there was no such officer in the fleet as Mr. 
Nichols f he was on board the Somers during the action, as a reference to 
the muster roll of officers and men serving on that day will shew. No such 
story as that of your dodging from a chain shot was ever heard by me m the 
squardron. 

When all on that occasion equally exerted themselves to contribute to euc- 
«ess, it is much to be deplored, that at this distant day a spirit should hahre 
arisen, intended to detract from the reputation of any. 
I am, with due respect, sir, your obedient servant, 

HUGH N. PAGE, Lieut U. S. Navy. 

Capt J. D. Elliott. 

*D. C. Nichols. The name of this officer was misprinted, <*W. Nichote,'^ 
in Capt £lliott*s address, as it appeared in the Washington City Gazette, but 
the error stands corrected in the pamphlet which appeared soon after. Thk 
has given rise to the round assertion that there was ** no such officer in the 
equMron as W. Nichols." 
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New-York, Feb. 11th, 1821. 
Si&-«-It is witli extreme regret, that 1 have observed in the public prints, 
the subject of your former controversy with Com. Perry, revived by some per- 
son or persons unknown ; and i am induced from motives of justice, and an 
imperious sense of duty to the service, voluntarily to tender you my senti- 
ments with regard to your conduct and occurrrenccs during the action of the 
10th Sept 1813, on Lake Erie. 

I recollect perfectly, having the morning watch on board the Niagara, on 
that day, and at day light or a little after, while at anchor in Put-in-Bay, the 
enemy's squadron consisting of six sail were descried, and reported by the 
man at mast-head. The signal for weighing was soon made by the Commo- 
dore, and immediately complied with by our squadron, after which the neces- 
stry preparation for action was made. 

Severs! hours were employed in heating out of the Bay, and obtaining an 
offiog^ At 10. A. M. the wind became very light, and suddenly hauled in our 
ftvor, when we formed the Une in the following order and bore up for the en- 
QBiy. The Lawrence in the van with the Scorpion and Ariel ** two schoon- 
ers" close on her weather bow. The Caledonia second and Niagara third in 
the line in close order with the Caledonia. The schooners a-stern in irregu- 
lar osder, and making every exertion to gain their proper stations in the line. 
At 15 minutes before 12, the first guns were fired from the enemy's fiag 
«hip Detroit at die distance ^4 judge" of one mile and a half; at 10 minutes 
before 12 the firing commenced on our part, and at meridian became general. 
And a convincing proof that the Niagara participated in the action from the 
commencement, is, that a very few minutes afler the first gun was fired and 
before the action became general, I recollect that two of the Niagara's fore- 
topmast back-stays were cut in two by a chain shot which I believe to have 
been fired from tlie Queen Charlotte, she being directly on our lee-beam, and 
directing her fire principally at the Niagara ; and also near the same period 
several men were killed and wounded in the first and second division. I am 
thus particular, sir, in consequence of the erroneous impression which I am 
induced to bedieve many people labour under that the Niagara was not in 
reach of the enemy's shot, and consequently took no share in the engage- 
sns&t until after the arrival of Commodore Perry on board of her. 

The Niagara fpaaintained her position in the action close a-stem of the 
Caledonia and a-breast of her adveirsary, the Queen Charlotte ; keeping up an 
incessant firing and receiving hers until I P. M. when the Queen Charlotte 
evidently with the view of avoiding the fire of the Niagara, bore up and run 
on Uie lee-quarter of the Detroit and commenced firing on the Lawrence. — 
At this period, sir, I heard you hail Lieut Turner, commanding the Caledo- 
nia, ana order her to bear up and make room for the Niagara to pass a-hcad 
to the assistance of the Lawrence, which was immediately done, and the Ni- 
agara as soon as the lightness of the wind would permit, assumed the situa- 
tion left by the Caledonia in the rear of the Lawrence, and not more I pre- 
sume, than one hundred and fifty or sixty yards distance from that vessel, 
which space we gradually lessened^ keeping up a constant fire on the Queen 
Charlotte and I^dy Prevost, uip^til (he Lawrence was disabled and rendered 
no longer capable of maintaining her station in the line. You then gave or- 
^^if p> oRal^^ saili the top-gallant sails ai;i.4. foresail were accordingly set, and 
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the helm put up and in a short time you succeeded in obtaining a position 
within thirty-five or forty yards of the enemy's line, when the Niagara re- 
commenced her fire on the Queen Charlotte, Lady Prevost and Brig Hunter. 
The Lady Prevost shewing a disposition to board us by luffing close under 
our lee-bow, the first division of boarders and marines were ordered to the 
forecastle by you ; at this period Commodore Perry was seen to approach the . 
Niagara in a boat, and recollect perfectly your receiving him at the gang-way, 
but did not hear the conversation between you and Capt. Perry, being stationed 
in the first division some distance from where you were standing at the time. 

I was much surprised, sir, to observe in ah anonymous pamphlet recently 
published, a statement that not more than three or four were killed or wound- 
ed at the time of Com. Perry's coming on board the Niagara, as I am most 
firmly impressed with the belief that there could not have been more than 
that number injured subsequent to your leaving the Niagara for the purpose 
of bringing the smaller vessels into close action, and the whole number of 
l(illed and wounded on board the Niagara consisted of thirty three or four, in- 
cluding the slight wounds not noticed on the general report of the Surgeon. 

A short time afler the action, while I was in charge or the Queen Charlotte, 
having frequent opportunities of conversing with the British officers on the 
subject of the action — I on many occasions have heard Capt Buchan of the 
Lady Prevost express himself in terms of the highest commendation of youi^ 
conduct during the engagement, and he said also that he with others, had 
considered the victory nearly won at the time the Lawrence surrendered, and 
attributed their sudden and unexpected reverse of fortune in a great measure 
to the prompt and expeditious manoeuvring of the Niagara at that period of 
the action. 

Although, sir, T am convinced that Com. Perry made every exertion in his^ 

Sower, and did every thing which could be done in the peculiar situation of 
is ship, exposed as she was to a severe and destructive fire, it is my firm and 
onalterable impression, that had it not been for your prompt and expeditious 
manner of closing with the enemy at the time of the Lawrence's surrender, 
that the victory could not have been acquired. 
With sentiments of respect, 

I am, sir, your ob^t serv't, 
(Signed) JNO. B. MONTGOMERY, 

LUut. U. S. JV. 
Capt. J. D. Elliott, U. S. N. 



HTo. 9. 

Major H, B. BrevoorPs Affidavit. 

On the evening of the 9th Sept. 1813, Capt. Oliver H. Perry, called on 
board the Niagara to see Capt. Elliott and myself; we not beins on board, 
word was left to call on board the Lawrence on our return, '* whether we went 
immediately or not I cannot say, as it was known be was on shore," it is my 
impression we waited and all three went on board the Lawrence together, 
where we spent the evening. It was then determined to attack the enemy 
next day at their anchorage, Capt Elliott to lead the van. 

Early on the morning of the 10th the vessels were short apeak by signal 
and were preparing to get under weigh, when a signal from the Lawrence in- 
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formed us the enemy were in sight to windward, the wind being very lighti 
boats were got a-head, and every exertion made to get the fleet out, which we 
succeeded in, when the wind changed in our favor, though very \isht. We 
were close toffether, when by Capt Perry's request I pointed out the differ- 
ent ships, he determined to attack the heavy ship himself, by which the ar- 
rangements of the previous evening were done away. The Lawrence to 
lead and attack the Detroit, the Caledonia, the Hunter ; the Niagara, the 
Charlotte, and so on. The enemy opened the fire from the Detroit at a very 
great distance, and very little damage was done on either side for some time, 
at length the battle became pretty fi^eneral with the three leading vessels. — 
Seeing the Lawrence bearing the neaviest part of the battle *' though the A- 
riel and Porcupine were a little to windward and a-head. to draw part of the 
enemy's fire off," Capt Elliott determined to break the line, and make more 
sail and ran close to the Caledonia, and requested Mr. Turner to bear up and 
]^t him pass to the assistance of the Lawrence, which he did. We had now 
a better opportunity with the Charlotte, and continued a heavy fire on her. 
/Coming near the Lawrence, a boat was discovered coming off from her which 
soon passed under our stern, and came to our larboard gang^way, when Capt. 
Perry came on board and observed "the damned gun boats have ruined me, 
and I am afraid they have lost me the day." Capt. Elliott observed ** take 
charge of my battery and FU bring them up and save it," or words to that ef- 
fect. Something was then asked about the crew being much injured, &c. 
when Capt. Elliott immediately departed. 

Capt Perry then directed the vessel laid close to the large ship and observ- 
ed to me that she was much injured and would not give her up. The engage- 
ment now became very warm, the gun boats getting up very fast, the smoke 
clearing a little away, the Lady Pre vest was seen dead a-head of us ; Capt. 
Perry directed her decks cleared by the marines, which was soon done and 
her colours struck, or shot away. By this time some of the gun boats were 
up, particularly the one Capt Elliott was on board of, raking the laige ship 
which soon struck her colours, as well as the Charlotte and others. 

When Capt Elliott came on board Capt Perry shook him by the hand and 
x>bserved, "I owe this to you." Indeed I thought he paid him a very high 
•compliment Lieut Smith, nor no other person ever me^itioned to me that 
they heard what was passing at the time between them, when Capt. Perry 
came on board, as he was on the opposite side at his quarters. 

. . H. B. BREVOORT. 
Detroit, Nov. 7, 1818. 

Territory of Michigan to wit: 
Be it remembered that on this seventh day of November, 1818, before me, 
<7eorge M'Dougidl, Notary Public, for the territorv of Michigan, by lawful 
ILUthority duly commissioned and sworn, residing in the city of Detroit, in said 
territory. Personally appeared Henry B. Brevoort, of the countv of Wayne, in 
ihe territory of Michigan, aforesaid, esquire, who bein^ solemnly sworn on the 
Holy Evangelist of Almight}r God^-deposeth and saith that the above and 
foregoing by him subscribed, is the truth and nothing but the truth. Of which 
A certificate beinsf by him required — I have granted the same under my Nota- 
rial form and seal, at the city of Detroit aforesaid, the day and year first above 
irritten. 

(Signed) GORGE M'DOUGALL, 

Notary Pub. Michigan Ttr. 
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IVo. 10. 

•Affidavit of Peter Berry ^ Boatswain of the Niagara* 

On the 10th of Sept 1813, 1 was Boatswain on board of the U. S« Bri^ 
Niagara, on Lake Erie, commanded by Capt. J. D. Elliott At day-light I was 
called and ordered to call all hands to scrub hammocks and bags ; at the same 
time men were ordered to the mast head to look out. At clear day-light a sail 
was reported, and orders given by the officer of the deck to look out for oth' 
•rs ; and in a short time the look out reported five others in the offing. Or- 
ders were immediately given to clear the deck, and prepare to get undef 
weigh. In 10 or 15 minutes the squadron were under way, and beating out 
of Put-in-Bay, wind from the southward and westward ; continued to beat ta 
windward, until we cleared the Island — when the wind hauled in our favor.—* 
Formed the line in the following order : the Lawrence leading the van, with 
• the Scorpion a-head, and Ariel a little on the weather bow, the Caledonia in 
succession, and Niagara next the Caledonia, and Schooners a-stern. At half- 
past 11 A. M. or thereabouts, the enemy's fleet about two and a-haif miles 
distant, commenced firing, their shot falling short, but the fleets continued to 
approach each other; the Niagara's fore-top<mast back-stays were in a short. 
time carried away by a chain shot, I think from the Detroit, she then bearing 
a little a-head of us, and directly abreast of the Lawrence ; the Queen Chai« 
lotte directly abreast of the Niagara, our fire was kept up constantly on her« 
At 15 or 20 minutes past 12, the Queen Charlotte shot a-head and directed her 
fire at the Lawrence, on which Capt Elliott came to the forecastle and 
hailed Lieut Turner, commanding the Caledonia, to back his main top-sail, pr 
bear up and make room for the Niagara to pass ahead to the assistance of the 
Lawrence. He accordingly bore up, leaving the Niagara next in line to the 
Lawrence. Sail was then made in order to close with the Lawrence, and in 
a short time, although the wind was light, we succeeded in getting within 20 
or 30 yards of the Lawrence, and directly in her wake : we continued our fire 
on the Queen Charlotte, until at half past 2 P. M. it was discovered that the 
Lawrence was crippled, when Capt Elliott gave orders to board fore tack and 
set top-gallant sails, which was immediately done, when we bore up for the 
enemy. When very near the British line it was discovered that Captain 
Perry had lefl his vessel and was coming in a small boat along side the 
Niagai*a, I was called to attend the side — when Capt Perry came over the 
side he was met by Capt Elliott and Capt Perry said to him, " I am afraid the 
day is lost, sir," " No, sb," said Capt Elliott, "I hope it is not ;" when Capt. 
Perry told Capt Elliott to proceed on board the small vessels and bring them 
close into action, which he accordingly did. It was about this period that 
boarders were called away, in consequence of the enemy's shewing a disposi- 
tion to board the Niagara. W9 continued to keep up a well directed fire un« 
til the enemy surrendered. 

I am firmly of the belief that not more than four or five men were injured 
by the enemy's shot on board of the Niagara, ailer Commodore Perry came 
on board. 

Sworn to, the 14th day of May, 1821, before me, 

A. MILFORD BLATCHFORD, 

Public Notary. 
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No. 11. 

Winchester, April 22d, 1831« 
Dear Sir, 

It appearing evident to me from some late publications I have 
observed that there is a disposition to villify and misrepresent your conduct in 
the memorable action of the 10th Sept. on Lake Erie. I am induced to come 
forward and attest to such facts as could come within my knowledge as Suf 
geon of the Niagara. 

Having been very ill for sometime previous to the engagement I know noth- 
ing of the arrangements prior to it, but on the morning of the 10th I received 
a message from you requiring my immediate attention, (if my strength would 
permit,) to the preparations of all things necessary in my department, prepa- 
ratory to the approaching contest. Our sick list had been crowded for some 
days, and twenty-eight or nine were reported on the morning of the egage** 
ment ; some laboring under violent cholera morbus or dysentery. ^The'number 
of woonded on board the Niagara has been falsely estimated at twenty, and it 
has been stated, that only one or two were wounded previous to Com. Perry's 
coming on board. The exact number including those dangerously or severe- 
ly wounded, was twenty-seven, and the slight cases not reported must have 
amounted to six or eight more. Five were killed during the action and a few 
died soon afler ; one man was mortally wounded on the berth deck very earl^ 
in the contest, by a shot which passed through both sides the vessel ; and it 
would seem from this that she was not entirely out of the reach of the enemy. 
The precise period of Commodore Perry's coming on board I do not know, 
but I firmly believe more than half the above number were wounded before 
he boarded us. This I well recollect, that when Lieut Webster was brought 
below, the ward-room and steerage were crowded with wounded, and I have 
heard him say that at the time he was knocked down the Commodore had not 
come on board. The day following my strength being entirely exhausted, I 
was again unable to attend duty, and it was not in my power at the time to 
make a regular return of the killed and wounded. The Surgeon's Mate of 
Uie Lawrence, Doctor Parsons, was ordered on board a few hours, the Sur- 
geon of that ship being also sick. Midshipman Nichols was the only officer 
on board the Somers with Mr. Almey, and I have repeatedly beard him say 
how much confidence he derived on that occasion, from your countenance and 
behavior when you came on board; I presume indeed he must havo been in 
charge of the deck, as I have been told by him* Mr. Almey was too much 
intoxicated during the action to attend duty. 

For a few hours afler this I had but little intercourse with any other than 
the officers of the Niagara, but I have heard Lieuts. Edwards and Webster, 
Purser Magrath, and also Lieut. Smith, who had superceded Lieut. Holdup m 
1st of the Niagara, speak in the warmest terms of approbation of your cool- 
ness and bravery in the action — and they seemed much disposed \n ascribe a 
large share of the victory to the essential aid you rendered . the Commodore 
durinjf this trying conflict 

This was the general sentiment I heard expressed. 

I am, sir, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

ROBERT R. BARTON. 

Capt JUcssE D. Elliott, U. S. Navy, Norfolk. 

Csme hefore me the subscriber, a Justice of the Peace for Frederick Couih 
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Xff in th9 ComtnoQwealth of Virginia, Doctor R, Barton, who beings ^u\f 
sworn, deposeth and saith, that the statements and facts contained in the abor« 
letter aire just and true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. \ 

Sworn to before me, this ^th day of April, 1821. 

EDWARD M'GUIRE. 



IVo. 13. 

Sir — I have received with great pleasure your letter of the 9th inst I hare 
been directed by the President 6f the U. S. to return to you, and through joxi 
to the officers under your command on the expedition of Fort Erie, which 
terminated to the glory of the American armies, his particular thanks. 

P. HAMILTON, 
Navy Department, 2nd Nov. 181!)« 
Lieutenant Jesse D. Elliott, } 
Black-Rock, Lake Erie. I 
P, S. Your having refrained from putting your threat into execiltioii it 
highly approved. P. If* 



?f o. 13. 

Navy Department, April 7, 1818. 
CapL Jesse D. EUiottf U, S, JS/avy, 

Sir — In complying with a resolution of Congress, passed on the 29th day 
of January, 1813, and on behalf of the President of the United States, I bavp 
the honour of handing to you '* an elegant sword, with suitable emblems and 
devices, intestimony of the just sense entertained by Congress of your gallan- 
try and good conduct, in boarding and capturing the British brigs Detroit and 
Caledonia, while anchored under the protection of Port Erie.*' 

Among the various official duties devolving upon me, I have a high degree 
of satisfaction in the performance of this : and at the same time to add tjie 
assurance of my personal esteem and respect for your honorable service 119 
an officer, and your character as a gentleman. With the best wishes for your 
prosperity and happiness, I have the honor to be, &c. 

B. W. CROWNINSHIEW. 



No. 14. 

Norfolk, April 13, 1818, 
Sir — Your letter, and the sword which you presented to me, in compliT 
ance with a resolution of Congress, have both been received. I want terms 
to express the mingled sentiments of gratitude and pride inspired by this to- 
ken of public confidence. Next to the consciousness of havins^ endeavored 
to do his duty, every officer must value the approbation of his country. I 
know, indeed, that the success which has procured me this honor should b# 
ascribed to the gallantry and good conduct of those whom it was my gpod 
fortune to command, rather than to my personal skilJi and that I owe this dis- 
tinotion more to the generosity of Congress than to my own mdrit : 4kit this 
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fiBfT contideration will animate my future efforts to justify the distinction 
which Diy country has deigned to confer on me. 

, For the kind and flatteringr manner in which you have been pleased to 
make the communication, I beg you to accept my acknowledgments. 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. D. ELUOTT. 

Hon. B. W. CaowNiNSHiKLD, ? 
Secretary of the Navy. \ . 



IVo. 15* 

GospoRT Navy Yard, May 24th 1821. 
Dkar Sir — i have the honor to acknowledge your communication, and 
feel a pleasure in stating that, you were Flag Captain of the Commodore's 
Ship, when the attack was made on York, Upper Canada. Your ship drawing 
too much water, could not get into action — and I know you volunteered to 
take the command of a Schooner, which you did, and to the best of my know- 
ledge, you were one of the first in action. 

I am, sir, respectfully, 

J. MACPHERSON. 

Capt J. D. Elliott, U. S. Navy. 



]Vo. 16. 

JSxirttcififm Commodore Isaac Ckauncey^s Official Letter to the Hon. WiXLiam 
Jones, Secretary of the JVavy, dated August lOth, 1814. 

** In the afternoon of the 31st of July, I was taken oit board, but it was calm 
and I did not sail b^ore the next morning. To satisfy at once whatever ex- 
pectation the public had been led to entertain of the sufficiency of this squad- 
ron to take and maintain the ascendancy on this Lake, and at the same time, 
to expose the futility of promises, the fulfilment of which had been rested on 
oar appearance at the head of the Lake, I got under way at 4 o'clock in the 
morning of the 1st instant, and steered for the mouth of the Niagara. Owing 
to light winds, I did not arrive off there before the fiflh. There we intercept- 
ed one of the enemyls Brigs running over from York to Niagara with troops, 
and run her on shore about six miles to the westward of Fort George. I or- 
dered the Sylph in to anchor as near to the enemy as she could with safety 
and to destroy her. Captain Elliott run in, in a veiy gallant manner, to with- 
in from 300 to 500 yards of her, and was about anchoring when the enemy 
aet fire to her and she soon after blew up. 

This vessel was a schooner the last year, and called the Beresford. Since 
th^y altered her to a Brig, they changed her name, and I have not been able 
to ascertain it. She mounted 14 Guns, 12-24 pound carronades and two long 
nine pounders.'^ 

Travels in Europe and Africa, by Mordecai M. J^oah, in 1813 '14 ar^d '15. 
]^age 383. 

" Captains Gordon and Elliott were instructed by Commodore Decatur to 
aceomppmy nie to the Palace to learn the ultimatum of the Bey. We were 



at Bardo at an early hour, anxiety and curiosity had broy^ht a number of per- 
sons about the walls ; the Hall of audience was crowded, and Hassan and 
Mustapha, the two sons, were present and were extremely active and insolent. 

" A commanding appearance has great influence with the Turks ; accus-' 
tomed to measure every thing by the eye, they course over the exterior, and 
make few allowances for mind or character. Capt. Gordon, who is now dead, 
had not an impressive figure, nor did he carry in his face or person anv token 
of that firmness of character, and generous and just sentiments for ^bich he 
was distinguished. The Bey looked at him with the utmost indifference. He 
was a short man, worn down by illness. '* Who are you ?" saiil he. '* I am 
second in command of that Squadron,'' said Capt. Gordon, " and I am here to 
know whether you are ready to do us justice." " Why does not your admiral 
come on shore then ?" said the Bey. '* Why am I treated with so much disre* 
spect by him?" "He will not land, sir, until you decide to pay the value of 
these vessels which you permitted the British to take from us." Mustapha 
, Bey then interfered, and in a tone of uncommon insolence and violence was 
about to contend the matter, when Capt. Elliott observed, " We did not come 
here to be insulted. This interview must be cut short. Wilt you or will yoa 
not pay for these vessels ? answer nothing but that." " Well then,** said 
Mustapha, thus pressed, and with a furious look, " we will pay for them, but 
have a care dur turn comes next." " Tell your Admiral to come on shore," 
said the Bey, " PIl send the money to the Consul, " I am a rich Prince, and 
don't value it — go." 

"Thus ended the interview, and thus were the rights of the United States as 
guaranteed by treaty faithfully supported and rigidly enforced. 

"The Bey ordered a letter to be written to Commodore Decatur, and 
doubtless felt a respect for that nation which would not abandon a point of 
honor. 

" The amount paid was 46,000 dollars, and a promise on the part of the 
Jew Merchants to pay 44,000 Piasters.*' 
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Extract from the Log Book of the United Staies* ship Cyane, April 3, 18d6. 

" At 8 A. M. moderate pleasant weather ; at 9 discovered the vessels at 
anchor ahead, to be the Brazilian blockading squadron, about 10 miles £ S £ 
of the S £ end of the Ortiz bank ; at 9 30, observed five vessels of war, un- 
der weigh, standing towards us ; at 10 made them to be one frigate, one 
corvette, and three brigs, prepared for battle and shewed our colors ; at 11 
shortened sail to the topsails, and hauled up for the Brazilian squadron under 
weigh ; at 11 30, the frigate was oh the lee beam at about 150 yards dis- 
tance, two brigs on the lee bow, the other a little on the weather quarter, 
and the corvette astern and to leeward ; at 11 40, hailed the frigate and asked 
her name ; answered, ' His Imperial Majesty's frigate Maria de Gloria.' The 
name of dur ship was then asked and given, succeeded by a demand that a* 
boat should be sent. This demand was peremptorily refused by Captain El- 
liott, adding that a boat should never be sent from his ship, although one 
would be received ; observed the guns of the frigate trained and tompioiyr 
out; kept the larboard guns on the main-deck manned for the frigate and her 
consorts on the lee bow, and manned the starboard quarter-deck guns for the 
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hrig on the weather quarter ; observed the brig on the weather shortly after 
drop astern ; at 11 45, received a boat from the friffate and brig with two 
officers, who were introduced to Capt. Elliott in his cabin, by whom ho was 
informed that the port of Buenos Ayres was blockaded, and he could not be 
permitted to proceed. To which he replied that, if e\en he were to admit 
their right to proclaim the blockade of an extent of coast, against a civil ma- 
rine, he could not against neutral vessels of war ; that both English and 
French vessels of war were in the habit of proceeding, almost daily, to and 
from Monte Video and Buenos Ayres, as instanced both in the British and 
French corvettes Chasseur and Fawn ; that he would allow him 30 minutes 
to deliberate on his future actions, and at the expiration of that time he would 
proceed, prepared to resist all consequences ; that the flag he wore, carried 
under it the sovereignty of the soil it represented ; that violated, the soil be- 
came invaded ; and that he should defend his ship to the last moment. Capt. 
Elliott further observed to the officer, that he had a copimunication for Ad- 
miral Lobo, which was requested. Capt. Elliott declined giving it to the of- 
ficer until he returned from his frigate and discovered her true character. 
At 12 the Brazilian boats left the ship ; during all this time the weathorly 
position of the ship was maintained, and every other precaution taken to re- 
sist, with effect, an attack from the squadron, which appeared to be meditated ; 
at 12 20, hailed the frigate to know if they had any further communication to 
make ; they answered by asking if Capt. Elliott would send the Admiral's 
letters and papers: yes, was the reply, if you will send a boat; at 12 45, a 
boat came a-longside for letters and papers for the Admiral, with the compli- 
ments of the commanding officer, to Capt. Elliott, tendering every civility, 
and offering any supplies he might be in want of, with his best wishes for a 
speedy and pleasant passage to Buenos Ayres : Capt. Elliott returned his 
compliments and thanks, adding that his ship was abundantly supplied with 
every necessary, and that all he wanted was a free and generous intercourse 
with all nations, concluding with an offer to be the bearer of any communi- 
cation the commanding officer, or any other in the squadron, might have to 
make with Buenos Ayres ; at one the Brazilian boat departed ; bore up, pass- 
ed within hail of the Brazilian squadron along their line ; made all sail for 
Buenos Ayres." 



United States' Ship Ctane, 

Off the OHiz Bank, JiprU Sd, 182& 

BIR : The undersigned, commanding the United States' Naval force on 
the coast of Brazil, begs leave to submit for the consideration of Admiral 
Lobo, commanding his Imperial Majesty's forces at the Rio de la Plata, a few 
remarks on the subject of the blockade recently proclaimed by him, of the 
whole extent of coast of the Republic of Buenos A^res, and all those on the 
Oriental side of the La Plata, an extent of neiarly thirty degrees of latUtuie, 

The United States, just in her intercourse with the nations on both sides 
of the hemisphere, will expect a correspondent return. She has steadfastly 
contended for, ana uniformly sustained, the point, that she will not submit to 
the terms of a blockade of a whole coast of nearly thirty degrees of latitude, 
each as you have been pleased to set forth in your manifesto of the 21st of 
I>eceniber last ; and the undersigned begs leave to remark to Admiral Lobo, 



that, whilst the United States will observe a strict neutrality between tUe* 
parties in the present contest, she will most steadfastly and scrupulously de- 
fend a point which she has already waded through a bloody but a successful^ 
war in the maintenance of. The intellig^ence of an officer vested with the** 
command of a force of the magnitude of the present, it is presumed, will t^ 
duce him to look into and search for information of those authorities which; 
treat on international law, and can enlighten and illume the mind. He will 
there have brought to his view the terms of the armed neutrality of 1780,,' 
which settled all those points amongst the different European nations. Great 
Britain, then the most powerful of the maritime nation^ in the world, in a* 
convention with the empire of Russia, entered into in 1801, stipulated, — 
''^That, in order to determine what characterized a blockaded port, that de- 
nomination is only given to a port where there is, b^ the disposition of the 
Power that attacks it with snips, stationary or sufficiently near, an evidenii 
danger in entering.'' It is needless to say, that the other powers of Europe, , 
as well as the United States, then the only independent one of the great 
Western world, never having disputed the prmciple, it could not be otherwise * 
regarded than as the established line drawn between all. It commenced 
with the present century, and is equally clear that it must be so considered, . 
at this time, notwithstanding the violations practised in recent days. So sa- 
tisfied with the correctness of this principle, was the government of Great * 
Britain, that, in the year 1804, in consequence of a remonstrance made by 
the American Government against a declaration of a general blockade <* of ' 
the islands of Martinique andGuadaloupe," proclaimed by the British naval 
commander, orders were issued to him " not to consider any blockade of these 
islands existing, unless in respect to particular ports which may be actually 
invested, and men not to capture vessels bound to such ports, urUess ther 
have been previously warned not to enter them.*' The United States will 
not acknowledge a blockade as valid against its civil marine, unless confined 
to- particular ports, each one having statumed be/ore it a force eufficiently 
great to prevent the entry of all vessels carrying materials to succor the be*» 
sieffed ;, and no vessel shall be seized, even in attempting to enter the port 
80 blockaded, till she haK been previously warned off, and the fact endorsed 
on her register. The undersigned will also avail himself of this occasion to 
express his regret that the representative of His Imperial MajesU should hav« 
found it necessary to adopt a course, in relation to the United States, so well 
calculated to disturb the harmony and good feelings which exist between (be 
two governments ; that whilst he has the disposition to present to Admiral 
Lobo an earnest of those feelings of his government, when she stepped forth 
fint from among the nations of the earth, in the recognition of the Empire of 
Brazil as, amongst them, free, sovereign and independent. He will also as- 
sure him that indemnity will be claimed, and, if necessary, the undersigned 
will feel himself called upon to bring into operation that arm of the nation'& 
Naval force placed subject to his control, in repelling all improper encroach^ 
ments on American vessels, and on her maritime and neutral rights. 
With great respect and consideration, 
I have the honor to subscribe, 
Your obedient servant, 



To His Bx'y Don Rodrufo lose Ferr Lobo, 
Vice Admiral of the iorces of his Imperial 
Migesty the Emperor of Brazil. 



J. D. ELUOTT. 
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I¥o. 18. 

Sir — I regret extremely to learn that there has been attempts made to in- 
jure your reputation, and having haa the honour to serve under your immedi- 
ate command on Lakes Erie and Ontario, I feel it my duty to make known to 
yon my sentiments on the subject. As to the circumstances relative to the 
ac.tion upon Lake Erie, on the 10th Sept. 1813, 1 have no hesitation in ex- 
pressing my opinion in positive terms, that your conduct on that day, '* as well 
as on all other occasions," was that of a gallant and skillful commander. I 
know you maintained the position given you by Capt. Perry, until you ordered 
the Caledonia to bear up and let you pass, to take a more advantageous posi- 
tion. I do not recollect exactly as to the time of changing your position, &c. 
but I saw a letter shortly after it was written, addressed to the Navy Depart- 
ment, by the commissioned officers of the Niagara, stating particularly the 
circumstances relative to the action which I know to be correct. I saw Capt. 
Perry when he came on board the Niagara, and I also saw you leave her and 
pull down the line to alter the positions of the smaller vessels. Being sta- 
tioned in the fore-top, I could not hear what conversation passed between 
Captain Perry and yourself, neither previous to leaving your ship, or on your 
return on board after taking the prizes ; but I understood from Lieut Smith, 
and also from Midshipman Smith, " who both heard what passed," ^* that Capt. 
Perry observed, that the day was lost, when you immediately replied, " No, 
sir, if you will take charge of my battery and permit me to go and bring the 
small vessels into closer action, the victory will be complete" — or tantamount 
to them. While on board of the Niagara your officers and men were anima- 
ted by your noble example, and in going down the line and in altering the 
position of the schooners, which were a considerable a-stern of the Niag- 
ara, T conceive that you have rendered your country a signal service. It has 
been said that you endeavored to excite a party spirit against Capt Perry, 
which assertion I believe to be unfounded and malicious ; while in company 
with the commissioned officers I never heard one of them express an opinion 
that you had on any occasion behaved cowardly ; on the contrary, I have 
heard many of them assert that your conduct had been brave and skilful. — 
Although it may be considered unimportant, I cannot forbear mentioning to 
you that Captain Barclay and Doctor Young, both told me, that there was but 
one man killed and two wounded on board the Detroit previous to the Niaga- 
ra's engaging her. 

Accept, sir, my best wishes for your future prosperity, and believe me, with 
the highest sentiments of respect and esteem, your most obedient servant, 

S. WARDWELL ADAMS, 

Capt Elliott Lieutenant U. S. Navy. 

Came before me the subscriber, a Justice of the Peace in and for the Body 
of Washington County, and District of Columbia, S. Ward well Adams, who 
being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God,deposeth and saith, 
that the statements and facts contained in the Foregoing letter are just and 
true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. Sworn to before me, this 25th 
day of November, 1818. THOMAS CORCORAN. 
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No. 19. 

.^pdavU of Lieut. Cummingt, V. S. JVkey. 

t 

Came before me, a Justice of the Peace, in and for the City of Washington 
County and District of Columbia, John L. Cummings, a Lieutenant in the 
Navy of the United States, who beingduly sworn on the Holy Evangelists o 
Almighty God, deposeth and saith-^hat on the action between the British 
and American squadrons on Lake £rie, that took place on the 10th of Sep- 
tember, 1813, he was stationed in the main-top of the Brig Niagara, that he 
could not see the rest of the squadron a-head, but distinctly heard Capt. Elli- 
ott, his commander, (some time before Captain Perry came on board of that 
vessel,) order the Caledonia out of the way, that he might shoot a-head. That 
the Niagara was then engaged with the Queen Charlotte and Lady Prevost, 
the latter vessel intending to cross our bow, Capt. Elliott called boarders a- 
way and prevented her ; that on Capt. Perry's coming on board the Niagara, 
he bad some conversation with Capt Elliott, which he, the deponent could not 
hear, but Lieutenant and Midshipman Smith have both stated to him, that at 
the time alluded to they heard Capt. Perry say to Capt. Elliott, that <'the da^ 
was lost," that Capt. Elliott replied, " he thought not, and that he, Capt. Elh- 
ott, would bring the small vessels into action," to which proposition Capt. Per- 
ry assented. The deponent further says, that a short time after, Capt Perry 
came on board the Niagara, he saw Capt Elliott leave that ship, that he the 
said deponent was about that time wounded, and saw no more of the action. 
That all the officers of both squadrons with whom this deponent soon after- 
wards conversed, spoke in the highest terms of the manner in which Capt 
Elliott conducted his ship. That this deponent is well convinced that Capt 
Elliott never lacked either conduct or exertion, where he could render any 
service to his country, and that as to his endeavouring to prejudice the officers 
against Capt. Perry, this deponent never heard any thing of it while on the 
station ; and further deponent saith not 

Sworn to before me, this 25th Nov. 1818. 

[Signed] THOMAS CORCORAN. 

]Vo.30. 

Extract from the Speech of the Hon. Henry Clay, speaker of the House of 
Representatives of the United States, on the new Army Bill, January, 1813ir 
See National Intelligencer of Feb. 6, 1813, No. 1932, in reference to the 
disasters of the American Arms which were adverted to by the Hon. Josiab 
C^uincy and others. After alluding to various other acts of gallantry, he 
says : 

'* The capture of the Detroit and the destruction of the Caledonia, (whether 
placed to our maritime or land account,) for judgment, skill and courage od 
the part of Lieutenant [now Commodore] Elliott, has never been surpassed. '* 

Sons of New England will you not believe Henry Clay ? 
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